





 


  


ACTON-BOXBOROUGH REGIONAL SCHOOL COMMITTEE (ABRSC)  
Revised* AGENDA  


 
Auditorium                                            October 17, 2019 
Administration Building                       7:00 p.m. 
15 Charter Road, Acton                  


 
1. Call to Order (7:00) 


 
2. OPEN MEETING - Welcome!  Routine Business  


2.1.   Chairperson’s Opening Remarks 
2.2.   Public Participation 
2.3.   High School Student Representatives Update   
2.4.   Superintendent’s Update 
 


3. GUESTS & PRESENTATIONS  (7:15) 
3.1. Presentation to Dr. Dawn Bentley of the Nancy A. Colfesh Distinguished Alumni 


Award – Peter Light  
3.2. EDCO Collaborative – Nadine Ekstrom, Executive Director, https://edcollab.org/ 


3.2.1.  First Quarter Report  
3.3. Carol Huebner Early Childhood Program – Joe Gibowicz, Early Childhood 


Coordinator 
3.4.  Challenge Success and Homework Survey Highlights – Deborah Bookis and  Dawn 


Bentley (addendum) 
 
4. NEW BUSINESS  (8:30) 


4.1. FY21 Draft Budget Process and Guidelines – Dave Verdolino 
4.2. Recommendation to Accept FY20 Gifts from Acton Elementary Schools’ 


PTO/PTSOs to the ABRSD – VOTE – Peter Light 
4.3.  *Designation of an Official Voting Delegate, and Alternate Voting Delegate, for the 


MASC Annual Meeting on November 8, 2019 – VOTE – Tessa McKinley (addendum) 
4.3.1.  Resolutions for the MASC Annual Meeting – at next meeting on 11/5/19 


 
5. ONGOING BUSINESS  (8:50) 


5.1.  Approval of Minutes of Meeting on 10/3/19 – VOTE – Tessa McKinley (addendum) 
5.2.  School Building Committee Update – Peter Light and Adam Klein 


5.2.1.  VOTE on Recommendation of School Building Project Warrant Articles  for 
Special Town Meetings in Acton and Boxborough (addendum) 


5.2.2.  Memo Regarding Building Project Votes  
5.2.3.  MSBA Project Budget Document (3011)  
5.2.4. Meeting Minutes & Current Flyer 


5.3.  Subcommittee Business  
5.3.1.    Budget – Diane Baum 


5.3.1.1. Possible VOTE to approve revised charge of the subcommittee 
5.4. School Committee Liaison Reports  


5.4.1.  Acton Leadership Group (ALG) –Tri-Board Meeting, Tues, Nov 12 
5.4.2.  Boxborough Leadership Forum (BLF)  
5.4.3.  Acton Finance Committee Report – John Petersen 


5.5.  Statement of Warrants  - Tessa McKinley 
 


6. FYI 
7. Adjourn (9:30)  


 







 


  


 
For Your Information 
 


 Coffees with the Superintendent and School Committee Chair –  Nov 15 at 8:00 a.m. in 
the Administration Building auditorium 


 No School/Early Release Memo from the Superintendent 
 Brian Crossman Awarded “Middle School Teacher of the Year” by the MA Technology 


Education/Engineering Collaborative (MassTEC)  
 CASE Collaborative Family News & Resource Pages, October 
 Acton & Boxborough Special Town Meetings on December 10, 2019  


 
 
Public Participation 


Per policy BEDH, members of the public may speak for up to 2 minutes on items not 
included on this agenda. Comments regarding items on the agenda should be made during 
that part of the meeting. Typically, the Committee/Administration will not respond to 
comments during public participation.   


 
 
 
Next Meetings:   
 
ABRSC, TUESDAY, November 5, 7:00 pm in the Administration Building Auditorium  
ABRSC, November 21 at 7:00 pm in the Administration Building Auditorium  
 
 


 
*Reposted on October 15, 2019 at 4:45 p.m. to add 4.3 vote to designate delegates for  


MASC Annual Meeting 
Posted on October 11, 2019 at 4:30 p.m. 
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We are currently completing the 5th out of 7 modules.  Nadine Ekstrom has contracted 
with two non-member districts to provide professional development for Paraprofessionals 
throughout the school year.  She will be completing these trainings along with our new 
Administrator of Special Education, Ann Knapp.  In addition, Nadine Ekstrom, Andrew 
Kelley, and Ann Knapp have developed a 150-hour internship program for content 
teachers.  This internship will provide all teachers with the ability to attain an initial 
license as a special education teacher for grades 5-12.  There are 9 individuals currently 
in this program.   


● Partners – selected students are attending classes in a public school environment on a 
daily basis, in two locations:  Concord-Carlisle High School and Bedford High School.  
Both of these placements have been very successful.   


● Business Department – Auditors have completed the end of the year paperwork and will 
be providing their findings at the November Board meetings.  


● Academy for Career Pathways – Our new 18-22 transitions program began the year with 
3 new students; 2 attending the culinary program, 1 attending the CAD program.  Our 
new program director, Sean Callanan, is a licensed educator and administrator for 
vocational training.  EDCO received $298,000 from Governor Charlie Baker, as 
recipients of the Workforce Skills Grant.  This granted EDCO the opportunity to have 
state of the art equipment in the CAD/3-D Printing and Health Sciences (CNA) programs.   


● Academic, Behavior, Character, & Development –This program has begun effective 
September 1st.  However, the typical expectation of receiving student referrals is not until 
the end of October.  This is due to the profile of the student. 


 


                                                                            







 


 


 











Carol Huebner Early Childhood Program
(CHECP)


Joe Gibowicz, Early Childhood Coordinator
School Committee Meeting
10/17/19


CHECP Overview
• Required services/program meeting Individual with 


Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) and Chapter 766 
Regulations


• Integrated Preschool Program


• Evaluations


• Preschool Screenings 


• Pre-Referral Services and Support


WELLNESS • EQUITY • ENGAGEMENT







Program Philosophy
● All children can be successful. 
● All children can learn and develop. 
● All children learn and develop at their own pace 


given their unique learning styles. 
● All children learn through active exploration of their 


environments. 
● All children learn through interaction with peers and 


adults. 
● All children need a nurturing, predictable 


environment in which to grow and learn. 
● Play is the foundation of a child's learning and 


development. 
● All children learn best in an "inclusive," 


child-centered, developmentally appropriate 
environment. 


● The role of adults is to support and facilitate each 
child's learning.


WELLNESS • EQUITY • ENGAGEMENT


Program Focus
• Social Emotional 


Learning/Play


• Early Literacy Initiatives
• Little Free Libraries
• ABOUND Parenting


• ABOUND Parenting  
https://aboundparenting.com/


(formerly known as the 
Parent Uptake Project 
(PUP)), which helps to 
support our students' early 
literacy skills. 


WELLNESS • EQUITY • ENGAGEMENT



https://aboundparenting.com/





WELLNESS • EQUITY • ENGAGEMENT


Current Programming Locations
• Acton Site - Administration Building


• 8 classrooms (6 integrated, 2 specialized classrooms)
• Applied Behavioral Analysis (ABA) programming


• Boxborough Site - Blanchard School 
• 2 classrooms (2 integrated)


WELLNESS • EQUITY • ENGAGEMENT







New School Building Project
• Opportunity to bring the entire CHECP to one location


• Address building deficiencies
• Provide accessible classrooms, therapy rooms and playground 


for students of all abilities 


• Create efficiencies
• Improve coordination of student services
• Reduce travel between locations for staff
• Increase staff collaboration
• Share resources/educational materials


WELLNESS • EQUITY • ENGAGEMENT


Discussion & Questions


WELLNESS • EQUITY • ENGAGEMENT







ABRSD 9


WELLNESS • EQUITY • ENGAGEMENTWELLNESS • EQUITY • ENGAGEMENT


THANK YOU!











Spring 2019 Challenge Success & 
HW Survey Analysis 
Deb Bookis and Dawn Bentley 







Surveys Administered: Spring 2019


WELLNESS • EQUITY • ENGAGEMENT


Population Surveyed Survey Administered Survey Development 


Students Grades 3-5 ABRSD Student HW Survey*
Developed in 
conjunction with 
researchers at 
WestEd


Parents Grades 3-5 ABRSD Parent HW Survey*


Teachers Grades 3-12 ABRSD Teacher HW Survey*


Students Grade 6-8 CS Middle School Student Survey
Developed by 
Stanford 
University’s 
Challenge 
Success


Parents Grades 6-8 CS Middle School Parent Survey


Students Grades 9-12 CS High School Student Survey


Parents Grades 9-12 CS High School Parent Survey







Refresher: What is Challenge Success?


WELLNESS • EQUITY • ENGAGEMENT


https://youtu.be/sIR1y50s_Lk 



https://docs.google.com/file/d/1Oqf5jZ7XLrPF-RjTekg5SPCz4KtbXJEh/preview





Survey Areas Highlighted


• Support in School


• Stress, Health, and Sleep


• Engagement


• Homework 


• Parent Expectations







ABRSD 5


WELLNESS • EQUITY • ENGAGEMENTWELLNESS • EQUITY • ENGAGEMENT


Survey Results: 
Support in School







WELLNESS • EQUITY • ENGAGEMENT


 https://youtu.be/mNsZGve4-aY



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mNsZGve4-aY





Support in School


WELLNESS • EQUITY • ENGAGEMENT


Grades 6-8 Grades 9-12


2016 2019 2016 2019


Students who feel they have 
a trusted adult at school 63% 71% 73% 74%


Grades 6-8 Grades 9-12


2016 2019 2016 2019


Questions relating to teacher 
care and support* 4.1 4.2 3.8 3.9


*Scale of 1-5, 1= strongly disagree; 5 = strongly agree







Support in School


WELLNESS • EQUITY • ENGAGEMENT


Grades 6-8 Grades 9-12


2016 2019 2016 2019


Common category of words 
STUDENTS use to describe 
the school


Fun


High-quality


Educational


Fun


Difficult or 
Stressful


Caring and 
Welcoming


Stressful


Competitive


Challenging


Difficult or 
Stressful


 
 Competitive


Challenging or 
Rigourous


Common category of words 
PARENTS use to describe 
the school


N/A


Caring and 
Welcoming


High Quality


Challenging or 
Rigorous


N/A


Competitive


Difficult or 
Stressful


Challenging or 
Rigorous







ABRSD 9


WELLNESS • EQUITY • ENGAGEMENTWELLNESS • EQUITY • ENGAGEMENT


Survey Results: 
Stress, Health, and 
Sleep







Students: Most Common Sources of Stress


WELLNESS • EQUITY • ENGAGEMENT


Grades 6-8 Grades 9-12


2016 2019 2016 2019


What 
causes you 
the most 
stress and 
why?


Homework Grades and 
assessments


School work or 
workload


Grades and 
assessments


School work or 
workload


Procrastination or 
time management College College/Future


Extracurricular 
activities


Workload and 
homework Homework Workload and 


homework







Parents: Most Common Sources of Stress


WELLNESS • EQUITY • ENGAGEMENT


Grades 6-8
● 20% of parents report that their children are often or 


always stressed about schoolwork, compared with 
33% of students 


Grades 9-12
● 39% of parents report that their children are often or 


always stressed about schoolwork, compared with 
67% of students 







Students Reporting Health-Related Symptoms in Past Month 


WELLNESS • EQUITY • ENGAGEMENT







ABRSD 13


WELLNESS • EQUITY • ENGAGEMENT







Sleep: Grades 6-8


2017 Average Hours 
Spent Sleeping on 


School Nights


2019 Average Hours 
Spent Sleeping on 


School Nights


6-8 Students 7.75 hours 8.0 hours


6-8 Parents N/A 8.6 hours


Recommended sleep for adolescents: 







Sleep: Grades 9-12


2017 Average Hours 
Spent Sleeping on 


School Nights


2019 Average Hours 
Spent Sleeping on 


School Nights


9-12 Students 6.5 hours 7.0 hours


9-12 Parents N/A 7.6 hours


Recommended sleep for adolescents: 







ABRSD 16


WELLNESS • EQUITY • ENGAGEMENTWELLNESS • EQUITY • ENGAGEMENT


Survey Results: 
Engagement







ABRSD 17


WELLNESS • EQUITY • ENGAGEMENTWELLNESS • EQUITY • ENGAGEMENT


Student Engagement







Behavioral Engagement: the completion of work, as well 
as the degree of effort, persistence, and attention


Cognitive Engagement: the sense that work is 
meaningful, valuable, and purposeful; deep information 
processing and higher-order understanding


Affective Engagement: emotional reactions and feelings 
toward the curriculum, task, teacher, and peer(s)


WELLNESS • EQUITY • ENGAGEMENT


Grades 6-8 Engagement 







Grades 6-8 Engagement 


WELLNESS • EQUITY • ENGAGEMENT


Other: 
Any other 


combination 


Disengaged:
Low in all 


three 
engagement 


areas


Doing 
School:
High in 


behavioral 
engagement, 


low in 
cognitive and 


affective 
engagement


Purposefully 
Engaged: 


High in 
behavioral and 


cognitive 
engagement, 


low in affective 
engagement


Fully 
Engaged:
High in all 


three 
engagement 


areas







Grades 9-12 Engagement 


WELLNESS • EQUITY • ENGAGEMENT


Other: 
Any other 


combination 


Disengaged:
Low in all 


three 
engagement 


areas


Doing 
School:
High in 


behavioral 
engagement, 


low in 
cognitive and 


affective 
engagement


Purposefully 
Engaged: 


High in 
behavioral and 


cognitive 
engagement, 


low in affective 
engagement


Fully 
Engaged:
High in all 


three 
engagement 


areas







ABRSD 21


WELLNESS • EQUITY • ENGAGEMENTWELLNESS • EQUITY • ENGAGEMENT


Survey Results: 
Homework 







WELLNESS • EQUITY • ENGAGEMENT


https://youtu.be/16xI-tTyErI



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=16xI-tTyErI





Overarching Question: How does our aggregate-level 
district data reflect our homework policy?


1. What does the data suggest regarding students’ ability to complete homework 
assignments independently? 
“Homework assignments should be clear and specific so that students can complete [them] 
independently... [and] should take into consideration individual student differences, needs and 
available resources.”


2. What does the data suggest regarding the degree to which homework supplements and 
supports instructional decisions? 
“The term ‘homework’ refers to an assignment or activity that supplements and supports 
instruction.”


3. What does the data suggest regarding whether homework supports student 
engagement?
“The intent of homework, when assigned, is to support student engagement in the classroom.”


4. What does the data suggest regarding whether homework assignments are aligned with 
the policy recommendations for frequency? 
“Grades 3-4: Students will occasionally have an assigned activity.
Grades 5-6: Students may expect homework more frequently, Monday through Thursday.
Grades 7-12: Students should expect homework in one or more subjects nightly.”


WELLNESS • EQUITY • ENGAGEMENT







Homework Independence Grades 3-5


WELLNESS • EQUITY • ENGAGEMENT


How often do you have the materials that you need to complete HW at home? 







Homework Independence Grades 3-5


WELLNESS • EQUITY • ENGAGEMENT


How easy is it for you to complete HW  by yourself, without help? 







Homework Independence Grades 3-5


WELLNESS • EQUITY • ENGAGEMENT


How often do you ask for help from an adult while completing your school HW?







Homework Load Grades 3-5


WELLNESS • EQUITY • ENGAGEMENT


On the weeknight(s) that you have homework, how much time do you spend completing it?







Homework Load Grades 6-8 and 9-12


WELLNESS • EQUITY • ENGAGEMENT







Homework Load Perceptions Grades 6-8


WELLNESS • EQUITY • ENGAGEMENT


Students Parents







Homework Load Perceptions Grades 9-12


WELLNESS • EQUITY • ENGAGEMENT


Students Parents







ABRSD 31


WELLNESS • EQUITY • ENGAGEMENTWELLNESS • EQUITY • ENGAGEMENT


Survey Results: 
Parent Expectations







Parents Grades 9-12


According to parents, which three words best define success for their children?


WELLNESS • EQUITY • ENGAGEMENT


Parents Grades 7-8


Parent Definition of Success







Challenge Success – Stanford Surveys of School Experiences: 
Student Version – Acton-Boxborough Regional High School 


EXECUTIVE SUMMARY REPORT 


SURVEY BACKGROUND 


The Challenge Success – Stanford Surveys of School Experiences are online surveys that ask students and 
parents to give their perspectives on a variety of areas related to their school lives. These areas include: 
perspectives on homework, extracurricular activities, free time, sleep, physical health, stress related to school 
and academics, cheating, academic engagement, teacher support, and parent expectations. The results of the 
student survey are intended to help your school identify students’ perspectives on what the school currently 
does well, as well as areas for growth. The data and findings can be useful tools in guiding practice and policy 
changes. 


Acton-Boxborough students took the Student Survey in April, 2019. Approximately 1,640 students completed 
the high school survey. Parents were given the opportunity to opt their children out of the survey and students 
had to give their assent in order to take the survey. Student responses are confidential; students were not 
asked for their names, birthdates, or identification numbers. 


This report summarizes key findings. The full results are available in your school’s dashboard. We encourage 
sharing this executive summary report with key stakeholders across your school community. 


KEY FINDINGS 


School Support & Engagement 
» “Difficult or Stressful” and “Competitive,” used by 46% and 35% of students, respectively, are the


most common categories of words students used to describe Acton-Boxborough. “Challenging or
Rigorous,” “Fun,” and “Boring” are the next most common categories, each used by between 10% and
18% of students.


» 46% of students are “doing school,” meaning they “often” or “always” do their work, but “rarely” or
“never” enjoy or value it. An additional 29% are “purposefully engaged,” meaning they “often” or
“always” do their work and value it, but “never” or “rarely” enjoy it. 13% are “fully engaged,” meaning
they also enjoy their work. 9% are “disengaged,” meaning they neither do, enjoy, nor find value in their
school work.


» 74% of students feel they have an adult they can go to at school if they have a problem.
» On a scale of 1 to 5, where 1 means students strongly disagree with statements indicating their


teachers care about and support them as learners, 5 means they strongly agree with those statements,
and 3 is neutral, students report an average of 3.9 on questions about teacher care and support.


» On a scale of 1 to 5, where 1 means students strongly disagree with statements indicating they belong
at the school, 5 means they strongly agree with those statements, and 3 is neutral, students report an
average of 3.4 on questions about their belonging at school.


2019 Challenge Success Survey







Stress & Health 
» The most common major source of stress students experience is “Grades, tests, quizzes, finals,


or other assessments” (73% of students). Other sources reported by more than 50% of students are:
“College and your future,” “Overall workload and homework,” and “Procrastination or time
management.”


» 74% of students report experiencing a stress related health symptom in the last month.


Sleep 
» Students report getting an average of 7.0 hours of sleep per night, and 11:00 PM is the most


common weekday bedtime. Adolescent health and sleep experts recommend 9 hours of sleep per night
for teenagers, but only 4.7% of students report getting at least this much sleep.


» 82% of students keep their phone in their bedroom at night, and 61% “often” or “always” use it as
their alarm clock.


Academic Integrity 
» 76% of students report cheating in some way in the past month. The most common forms of cheating


are working with others when expected to work alone (56% of students) and copying someone
else’s homework (49%).


Homework & Extracurriculars 
» Students do 2.5 hours of school-assigned homework per weeknight, on average, and 2.6 hours per


weekend. They report an average heaviest load in the past week of 3.2 hours of homework in one day.
» 41% of students feel they have too much homework, while 50% of students feel that half or less of


their homework is useful. 67% report being “often” or “always” stressed by their schoolwork.
» 84% of students multitask when working on their homework. The most common forms of multitasking


are listening to music (66% of students) and eating a snack (54%). 36% are on social media, 36% are
texting, and 30% are watching TV, Netflix, YouTube, or other videos while doing homework.


» 53% of students report doing non-school assigned homework (from other academic programs).
These students report spending an average of 1.5 hours per weekday and 2.2 hours on the weekend
on non-school assigned homework.


» Students report participating in an average of 11.3 hours of extracurriculars per week.
» Of the students who participate in extracurriculars, the most common types of extracurriculars are


community service, participated in by 48% of students, school sports, played by 47%, and club or
town sports, played by 42%.


Parent Expectations 
» 56% of students believe they can “often” or “always” meet their parents’ expectations.
» On a scale of 1 to 5, where 1 means students strongly disagree with statements indicating their parents


have high expectations of their performance, 5 means they strongly agree with those statements, and 3
is neutral, students report an average of 2.9 on questions about parent expectations.


Possible School Changes 
» The most effective ways to reduce stress and improve engagement and well-being, according to


students, would be eliminating homework over weekends and breaks, reducing homework load,
having teachers coordinate due dates for major projects and assessments, and creating more
time for students to work on homework or projects in school. Between 71% and 75% of students
feel these would be “quite” or “very” effective changes.


2019 Challenge Success Survey







 


 


Challenge Success – Stanford Surveys of School Experiences: 
Student Version – Acton-Boxborough Regional School District, Grades 6-8 


EXECUTIVE SUMMARY REPORT 
 
SURVEY BACKGROUND 
 
The Challenge Success – Stanford Surveys of School Experiences are online surveys that ask students and 
parents to give their perspectives on a variety of areas related to their school lives. These areas include: 
perspectives on homework, extracurricular activities, free time, sleep, physical health, stress related to school 
and academics, cheating, academic engagement, teacher support, and parent expectations. The results of the 
student survey are intended to help your school identify students’ perspectives on what the school currently 
does well, as well as areas for growth. The data and findings can be useful tools in guiding practice and policy 
changes. 
 
Acton-Boxborough students took the Student Survey in April, 2019. Approximately 1,183 students completed 
the middle school survey. Parents were given the opportunity to opt their children out of the survey and 
students had to give their assent in order to take the survey. Student responses are confidential; students were 
not asked for their names, birthdates, or identification numbers. 
 
This report summarizes key findings. The full results are available in your school’s dashboard. We encourage 
sharing this executive summary report with key stakeholders across your school community. 
 
KEY FINDINGS 
 
School Support & Engagement 


» “Fun” used by 35% of students, is the most common category of words students used to describe 
Acton-Boxborough. The following categories are the next most common, each used by between 16% 
and 20% of students: “Difficult or Stressful,” “Educational,” “Interesting or Engaging,” “Caring or 
Welcoming,” and “Boring.” 


» 34% of students are “doing school,” meaning they “often” or “always” do their work, but “rarely” or 
“never” enjoy or value it. An additional 34% are “purposefully engaged,” meaning they “often” or 
“always” do their work and value it, but “never” or “rarely” enjoy it. 25% are “fully engaged,” meaning 
they also enjoy their work. 4% are “disengaged,” meaning they neither do, enjoy, nor find value in their 
school work. 


» 71% of students feel they have an adult they can go to at school if they have a problem. 
» On a scale of 1 to 5, where 1 means students strongly disagree with statements indicating their 


teachers care about and support them as learners, 5 means they strongly agree with those statements, 
and 3 is neutral, students report an average of 4.2 on questions about teacher care and support. 


» On a scale of 1 to 5, where 1 means students strongly disagree with statements indicating they belong 
at the school, 5 means they strongly agree with those statements, and 3 is neutral, students report an 
average of 3.8 on questions about their belonging at school. 
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Stress & Health 


» The most common major source of stress students experience is “Grades, tests, quizzes, finals, 
or other assessments” (56% of students). Other sources reported by more than 30% of students are: 
“Procrastination or time management,” “Overall workload and homework,” “High school or college and 
your future,” and “Lack of sleep.” 


» 59% of students report experiencing a stress related health symptom in the last month. The most 
common symptoms are exhaustion, difficulty sleeping, and headaches. 


 
Sleep 


» Students report getting an average of 7.9 hours of sleep per night, and 10:00 PM is the most 
common weekday bedtime. Adolescent health and sleep experts recommend 9 hours of sleep per night 
for teenagers (and more for preteens), but only 27% of students report getting at least this much sleep. 


» 51% of students keep their phone in their bedroom at night, and 30% “often” or “always” use it as 
their alarm clock. 


 
Academic Integrity 


» 73% of students report cheating in some way in the past month. The most common form of cheating 
is working with others when expected to work alone (57% of students). 


 
Homework & Extracurriculars 


» Students do 1.1 hours of school-assigned homework per weeknight, on average, and 0.8 hours per 
weekend. They report an average heaviest load in the past week of 1.6 hours of homework in one day. 


» 66% of students feel they have the right amount of homework, while 54% feel that more than half 
of their homework is useful. 33% report being “often” or “always” stressed by their schoolwork. 


» 74% of students multitask when working on their homework. The most common forms of multitasking 
are eating a snack (54% of students) and listening to music (48%). 


» 53% of students report doing non-school assigned homework (from other academic programs). 
These students report spending an average of 1.5 hours per weekday and 2.2 hours on the weekend 
on non-school assigned homework. 


» Students report participating in an average of 9.4 hours of extracurriculars per week. 
» Of the students who participate in extracurriculars, the most common types of extracurriculars are 


club or town sports, played by 68% of students, performing arts, participated in by 34%, and school 
sports, played by 33%. 


 
Parent Expectations 


» 68% of students believe they can “often” or “always” meet their parents’ expectations. 
» On a scale of 1 to 5, where 1 means students strongly disagree with statements indicating their parents 


have high expectations of their performance, 5 means they strongly agree with those statements, and 3 
is neutral, students report an average of 2.9 on questions about parent expectations. 


 
Possible School Changes 


» The most effective ways to reduce stress and improve engagement and well-being, according to 
students, would be creating more time for students to work on homework or projects in school, 
having teachers coordinate due dates for major projects and assessments, and eliminating 
homework over weekends and breaks. Between 62% and 70% of students feel these would be 
“quite” or “very” effective changes. 
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Challenge Success – Stanford Surveys of School Experiences: 
Acton-Boxborough Regional School District, Grades 6–8 – Parent Version 


EXECUTIVE SUMMARY REPORT 
 
SURVEY BACKGROUND 
 
The Challenge Success – Stanford Surveys of School Experiences are online surveys that ask students and 
parents to give their perspectives on a variety of areas related to their school lives. These areas include: 
perspectives on homework, extracurricular activities, free time, sleep, physical health, stress related to school 
and academics, cheating, academic engagement, teacher support, and parent expectations. The results of 
these surveys are intended to help your school identify students’ and parents’ perspective on what the school 
currently does well, as well as areas for growth. The data and findings can be a useful tool in guiding practice 
and policy changes. 
 
Acton-Boxborough parents took the parent survey in April 2019. The number of parents who completed the 
survey was approximately 549. Parent responses are confidential; parents were not asked for their names or 
other identifiable information. 
 
This report summarizes key findings. The full results are available in your school’s dashboard. We encourage 
sharing this executive summary report with key stakeholders across your school community. 
 
KEY FINDINGS  
 
School Support & Engagement 


» “Caring or Welcoming,” used by 43% of parents, is the most common category of words parents 
use to describe Acton-Boxborough. “High Quality” and “Challenging or Rigorous” are the next most 
common categories, used by 19% and 15% of parents, respectively.  


» “Fun”, used by 35% of students, is the most common category of words students use to describe 
Acton-Boxborough. “Difficult or Stressful” and “Educational” are the next most common categories, 
used by 19% and 18% of students. 


» 63% of parents are aware of school initiatives to improve student well-being. 48% of parents feel 
“quite” or “very” informed about school initiatives to improve student well-being. 


 
Stress, Health, & Sleep 


» 20% of parents report that their children are “often” or “always” stressed about schoolwork or the 
academic experience, whereas 33% of Acton-Boxborough students report feeling “often” or “always” 
stressed about schoolwork. 


» Parents report their children getting an average of 8.6 hours of sleep per night. Students report 
getting an average of 7.9 hours of sleep per night. Adolescent health and sleep experts recommend 
9 hours of sleep per night for teenagers and 10 hours of sleep for children under 13 years old.  


» On a scale of 1 to 5, where 1 means parents think their child is never worried about statements related 
to worry about school, 5 means they think their child is always worried, parents report an average of 
2.2 on questions about the frequency of their child’s worry about school. 


2019 Challenge Success Survey







 
Homework & Extracurriculars 


» Parents report that their children do 1.1 hours of homework per weeknight, and students report doing 
1.1 hours of homework per weeknight. 


» 10% of parents feel their children have too much homework, while 21% students feel they have too 
much homework. 


» 17% of parents report that their children received paid tutoring for schoolwork in the past year.  
» 64% of parents report that the reason their child participates in extracurriculars is to have fun. 47% of 


students report that the primary reason they participate is to have fun. 
 
Family Time & Activities 


» 58% of families eat a meal together 4 or more times during the week. On the weekend, 56% eat a 
meal together as a family three or more times. 83% of parents do not allow phones at family dinnertime. 


 
Parent Expectations & Rules/Agreements 


» 53% of parents expect their child will obtain at least a Master’s or Professional degree. 
» 43% of parents “agree” or “strongly agree” that that they set very high expectations for their 


child. 47% of parents “agree” or “strongly agree” that they expect academic excellence from their child. 
21% of parents “agree” or “strongly agree” that they have higher expectations for their child’s future 
than their child does. 


» The most common categories of attributes parents use to best describe success for their children 
are “Happiness” (36%), “Putting in effort/Doing their best” (29%), and “Confidence/Self-esteem” (23%). 


» The most common consistently enforced family rule is “doing household chores” (32% of parents) 
followed by “finishing homework by a certain time” (23%) and “keeping bedroom tidy” (22% of parents). 


 
College 


» 9% of parents “often” or “always” discuss getting into college/college admissions with their child and 
18% “often” or “always” discuss plans for college/university. 
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Challenge Success – Stanford Surveys of School Experiences: 
Acton-Boxborough High School – Parent Version 


Spring 2019 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY REPORT 


 
SURVEY BACKGROUND 
 
The Challenge Success – Stanford Surveys of School Experiences are online surveys that ask students and 
parents to give their perspectives on a variety of areas related to their school lives. These areas include: 
perspectives on homework, extracurricular activities, free time, sleep, physical health, stress related to school 
and academics, cheating, academic engagement, teacher support, and parent expectations. The results of 
these surveys are intended to help your school identify students’ and parents’ perspectives on what the school 
currently does well, as well as areas for growth. The data and findings can be a useful tool in guiding practice 
and policy changes. 
 
Acton-Boxborough High School parents took the parent survey in April 2019. The number of parents who 
completed the survey was approximately 590. Parent responses are confidential; parents were not asked for 
their names or other identifiable information. 
 
This report summarizes key findings. The full results are available in your school’s dashboard. We encourage 
sharing this executive summary report with key stakeholders across your school community. 
 
KEY FINDINGS  
 
School Support & Engagement 


» “Competitive” used by 34% of parents is the most common category of words parents use to 
describe Acton-Boxborough High School. “Difficult or Stressful” and “Challenging or Rigorous” are the 
next most common categories, used by 28% of parents.  


» “Difficult or Stressful” used by 46% of students in Spring 2019, is the most common category of 
words students use to describe Acton-Boxborough High School. “Competitive” and “Challenging or 
Rigorous” are the next most common categories, used by 35% and 18% of students. 


» 82% of parents are aware of school initiatives to improve student well-being. 45% of parents feel 
“quite” or “very” informed about school initiatives to improve student well-being. 


 
Stress, Health, & Sleep 


» 39% of parents report that their children are “often” or “always” stressed about schoolwork or the 
academic experience. 67% of Acton-Boxborough High School students report feeling “often” or 
“always” stressed about schoolwork. 


» Parents report their children getting an average of 7.6 hours of sleep per night. Students report 
getting an average of 7.0 hours of sleep per night. Adolescent health and sleep experts recommend 
9 hours of sleep per night for teenagers.  


» The majority of parents (65%) report that their children keep their phones in their bedrooms at night and 
49% of parents report that their children “often” or “always” use their phone as an alarm clock. 
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» On a scale of 1 to 5, where 1 means parents think their child is never worried about statements related 
to worry about school, 5 means they think their child is always worried, and 3 is neutral, parents report 
an average of 2.9 on questions about the frequency of their child’s worry about school. 


 
Homework & Extracurriculars 


» Parents report that their children do 2.5 hours of school assigned homework per weeknight, while 
students report doing 2.5 hours of homework per weeknight. 


» 30% of parents feel their children have too much homework, while 41% students feel they have too 
much homework. 


» More than half of parents “always” respond to their child’s questions about homework (71%) and make 
sure there is a quiet space for their children to do their homework (60%). 


» 34% of parents report that their children received paid tutoring for schoolwork since starting high 
school and 22% received paid college admissions guidance in the past year. 


» 63% of parents report that the reason their child participates in extracurriculars is to have fun. 47% of 
students report that the primary reason they participate is to have fun. 


 
Family Time & Activities 


» 69% of families eat a meal together 3 or more times during the week. On the weekend, 41% eat a 
meal together as a family three or more times.  


» 75% of parents do not allow phones at family dinnertime. 
 
Parent Expectations & Rules/Agreements 


» 52% of parents expect their child will obtain at least a Master’s or Professional degree. 
» 42% of parents “agree” or “strongly agree” that they set very high expectations for their child. 


42% of parents “agree” or “strongly agree” that they expect academic excellence from their child. 22% 
of parents “agree” or “strongly agree” that they have higher expectations for their child’s future than 
their child does. 


» The most common categories of attributes parents use to best describe success for their children 
are “Happiness” (43%), “Putting in effort/Doing their best” (25%), and “Confidence/Self-esteem” (21%). 


» The most common consistently enforced family rule is “doing household chores” (29% of parents) 
followed by “maintaining a high GPA” (21% of parents) and “keeping bedroom tidy” (20% of parents). 


 
College 


» 37% of parents feel “very” or “extremely” knowledgeable about the college process. 55% of 
parents “often” or “always” discuss plans for university/college with their child.  


» According to parents, the most important attribute of a college/university to their child is a specific 
academic program, to themselves is a specific academic program, and to their community is 
whether the school is in the ranking. 
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Q2 What is your grade level?
Answered: 763 Skipped: 43
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Q3 Which school do you attend?
Answered: 763 Skipped: 43
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Q4 Select the weeknight(s) that you usually have school homework:
Answered: 763 Skipped: 43
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Q5 How often do you typically have school homework on the weekend?
Answered: 763 Skipped: 43


Not at all   


Somewhat


Quite a bit


Very much
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Q6 On the weeknight(s) that you have homework, how much time do you
spend completing it?


Answered: 763 Skipped: 43


Less than 1
hour
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4 or more hours
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Q7 How much does school homework help you understand what you are
learning in school?


Answered: 763 Skipped: 43


Not at all   
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Very much
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Q8 About how much of your homework would you call “busywork”?
Answered: 763 Skipped: 43
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Q9 How would you rate the amount of school homework that you have?
Answered: 763 Skipped: 43
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much homework


0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%


44.30%


44.30%


44.30%


44.30%


44.30%


44.30%


44.30%


49.15%


49.15%


49.15%


49.15%


49.15%


49.15%


49.15%


6.55%


6.55%


6.55%


6.55%


6.55%


6.55%


6.55%


8 / 15


2019 Student HW Survey Grades 3-5







Q10 How often do you have the materials that you need to complete
school homework at home?


Answered: 763 Skipped: 43
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Q11 How easy is it to complete your school homework by yourself,
without help?


Answered: 763 Skipped: 43


Not at all easy
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Q12 How often do you ask for help from an adult while completing your
school homework?


Answered: 763 Skipped: 43
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Q13 From the list of assignments below, check the box(es) below that
correspond with the type of school homework you usually have.


Answered: 763 Skipped: 43
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Q14 From the list below, please select any item(s) you often do while
completing school homework:


Answered: 763 Skipped: 43


Eat   
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video
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someone else...


Use a social
networking a...


Talk on the
phone or...
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22.28%


22.28%


22.28%


22.28%


22.28%


22.28%


22.28%


19.66%


19.66%


19.66%


19.66%


19.66%


19.66%


19.66%


4.46%


4.46%


4.46%


4.46%


4.46%


4.46%


4.46%


6.68%


6.68%


6.68%


6.68%


6.68%


6.68%


6.68%


7.99%


7.99%


7.99%


7.99%


7.99%


7.99%


7.99%


2.10%


2.10%


2.10%


2.10%


2.10%


2.10%


2.10%


2.88%


2.88%


2.88%


2.88%


2.88%


2.88%


2.88%


0.92%


0.92%


0.92%


0.92%


0.92%


0.92%


0.92%


3.80%


3.80%


3.80%


3.80%


3.80%


3.80%


3.80%


28.96%


28.96%


28.96%


28.96%


28.96%


28.96%


28.96%


6.68%


6.68%


6.68%


6.68%


6.68%


6.68%


6.68%


44.04%


44.04%


44.04%


44.04%


44.04%


44.04%


44.04%
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Q15 What is your gender?
Answered: 763 Skipped: 43


Male


Female


Non-Binary


Prefer Not to
Answer


0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%


39.06%


39.06%


39.06%


39.06%


39.06%


39.06%


39.06%


43.12%


43.12%


43.12%


43.12%


43.12%


43.12%


43.12%


0.52%


0.52%


0.52%


0.52%


0.52%


0.52%


0.52%


17.30%


17.30%


17.30%


17.30%


17.30%


17.30%


17.30%
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Q16 How would you identify your race/ethnicity?
Answered: 763 Skipped: 43


African
American


Asian


Hispanic


Native American


White


Native
Hawaiian,...


Multi-Race,
Non-Hispanic


Prefer not to
answer


0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%


2.62%


2.62%


2.62%


2.62%


2.62%


2.62%


2.62%


20.05%


20.05%


20.05%


20.05%


20.05%


20.05%


20.05%


1.18%


1.18%


1.18%


1.18%


1.18%


1.18%


1.18%


0.52%


0.52%


0.52%


0.52%


0.52%


0.52%


0.52%


33.81%


33.81%


33.81%


33.81%


33.81%


33.81%


33.81%


0.13%


0.13%


0.13%


0.13%


0.13%


0.13%


0.13%


4.72%


4.72%


4.72%


4.72%


4.72%


4.72%


4.72%


36.96%


36.96%


36.96%


36.96%


36.96%


36.96%


36.96%
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Q1 Select the weeknight(s) that you usually assign school homework:
Answered: 40 Skipped: 0


Monday


Tuesday


Wednesday


Thursday


Friday


Does not apply


0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%


42.50%


42.50%


42.50%


42.50%


42.50%


42.50%


42.50%


37.50%


37.50%


37.50%


37.50%


37.50%


37.50%


37.50%


37.50%


37.50%


37.50%


37.50%


37.50%


37.50%


37.50%


30.00%


30.00%


30.00%


30.00%


30.00%


30.00%


30.00%


52.50%


52.50%


52.50%


52.50%


52.50%


52.50%


52.50%
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Q2 When you assign homework, how much school homework do you
typically assign?


Answered: 40 Skipped: 0


Less than 1
hour


1 hour


2 hours


3 hours


4 or more hours


Does not apply


0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%


60.00%


60.00%


60.00%


60.00%


60.00%


60.00%


60.00%


40.00%


40.00%


40.00%


40.00%


40.00%


40.00%


40.00%
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Q3 How often do you assign school homework on the weekend?
Answered: 40 Skipped: 0


Never


Sometimes


Quite a bit


Very often


Does not apply


0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%


82.50%


82.50%


82.50%


82.50%


82.50%


82.50%


82.50%


5.00%


5.00%


5.00%


5.00%


5.00%


5.00%


5.00%


12.50%


12.50%


12.50%


12.50%


12.50%


12.50%


12.50%
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Q4 To what extent does the homework you assign supplement and
support instruction?


Answered: 40 Skipped: 0


Not at all   


Somewhat


Quite a bit


Very much


Does not apply


0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%


2.50%


2.50%


2.50%


2.50%


2.50%


2.50%


2.50%


7.50%


7.50%


7.50%


7.50%


7.50%


7.50%


7.50%


20.00%


20.00%


20.00%


20.00%


20.00%


20.00%


20.00%


37.50%


37.50%


37.50%


37.50%


37.50%


37.50%


37.50%


32.50%


32.50%


32.50%


32.50%


32.50%


32.50%


32.50%
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Q5 How much do your classroom lessons depend upon students
completing the homework from the previous night?


Answered: 40 Skipped: 0


Not at all


Somewhat


Quite a bit


Very much 


Does not apply


0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%


32.50%


32.50%


32.50%


32.50%


32.50%


32.50%


32.50%


17.50%


17.50%


17.50%


17.50%


17.50%


17.50%


17.50%


17.50%


17.50%


17.50%


17.50%


17.50%


17.50%


17.50%


2.50%


2.50%


2.50%


2.50%


2.50%


2.50%


2.50%


30.00%


30.00%


30.00%


30.00%


30.00%


30.00%


30.00%
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Q6 How do you feel about the amount of school homework that is
assigned to students?


Answered: 40 Skipped: 0


My students
don't have...


My students
have about t...


My students
have too muc...


0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%


30.00%


30.00%


30.00%


30.00%


30.00%


30.00%


30.00%


70.00%


70.00%


70.00%


70.00%


70.00%


70.00%


70.00%
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Q7 How frequently do you assign homework that requires students to
have materials at home in order to complete it?


Answered: 40 Skipped: 0


Never


Sometimes


Often


Always


Does not apply


0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%


32.50%


32.50%


32.50%


32.50%


32.50%


32.50%


32.50%


30.00%


30.00%


30.00%


30.00%


30.00%


30.00%


30.00%


5.00%


5.00%


5.00%


5.00%


5.00%


5.00%


5.00%


5.00%


5.00%


5.00%


5.00%


5.00%


5.00%


5.00%


27.50%


27.50%


27.50%


27.50%


27.50%


27.50%


27.50%
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Q8 To what extent do you think students are completing school
homework independently, without help?


Answered: 40 Skipped: 0


Not at all 


Somewhat


Quite a bit


Very much


0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%


15.00%


15.00%


15.00%


15.00%


15.00%


15.00%


15.00%


22.50%


22.50%


22.50%


22.50%


22.50%


22.50%


22.50%


32.50%


32.50%


32.50%


32.50%


32.50%


32.50%


32.50%


30.00%


30.00%


30.00%


30.00%


30.00%


30.00%


30.00%
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Q9 How frequently do you assign homework that requires students to ask
for help from an adult to complete?


Answered: 40 Skipped: 0


Never


Sometimes


Often


Always


0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%


72.50%


72.50%


72.50%


72.50%


72.50%


72.50%


72.50%


27.50%


27.50%


27.50%


27.50%


27.50%


27.50%


27.50%
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Q10 From the list of assignments below, check the box(es) below that
correspond with the type of homework you usually assign.


Answered: 40 Skipped: 0


Answering math
problems


Reading from a
textbook


Reading a
primary sour...


Memorizing
facts


Gathering data


Writing a
report


Working on a
project


Preparing for
a future les...


Responding to
questions


Reflecting on
learning (e....


Does not apply


0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%


35.00%


35.00%


35.00%


35.00%


35.00%


35.00%


35.00%


10.00%


10.00%


10.00%


10.00%


10.00%


10.00%


10.00%


5.00%


5.00%


5.00%


5.00%


5.00%


5.00%


5.00%


7.50%


7.50%


7.50%


7.50%


7.50%


7.50%


7.50%


10.00%


10.00%


10.00%


10.00%


10.00%


10.00%


10.00%


7.50%


7.50%


7.50%


7.50%


7.50%


7.50%


7.50%


40.00%


40.00%


40.00%


40.00%


40.00%


40.00%


40.00%


15.00%


15.00%


15.00%


15.00%


15.00%


15.00%


15.00%


17.50%


17.50%


17.50%


17.50%


17.50%


17.50%


17.50%


22.50%


22.50%


22.50%


22.50%


22.50%


22.50%


22.50%


27.50%


27.50%


27.50%


27.50%


27.50%


27.50%


27.50%
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Q11 In which school do you teach?
Answered: 40 Skipped: 0


ABRHS


RJGJHS


Blanchard


Conant


Douglas


Gates


McCarthy-Towne


Merriam


0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%


15.00%


15.00%


15.00%


15.00%


15.00%


15.00%


15.00%


2.50%


2.50%


2.50%


2.50%


2.50%


2.50%


2.50%


17.50%


17.50%


17.50%


17.50%


17.50%


17.50%


17.50%


17.50%


17.50%


17.50%


17.50%


17.50%


17.50%


17.50%


27.50%


27.50%


27.50%


27.50%


27.50%


27.50%


27.50%


20.00%


20.00%


20.00%


20.00%


20.00%


20.00%


20.00%
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Q12 Your Department:
Answered: 0 Skipped: 40


! No matching responses.
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Q13 How often do you count homework towards students' grades?
Answered: 0 Skipped: 40


! No matching responses.
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Q14 If you count homework toward students' grades, what percent of the
grade is it?


Answered: 0 Skipped: 40


! No matching responses.
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Q2 Which building does your child attend?
Answered: 472 Skipped: 0


Blanchard


Conant


Douglas


Gates


McCarthy-Towne


Merriam


0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%


14.83%


14.83%


14.83%


14.83%


14.83%


14.83%


14.83%


12.50%


12.50%


12.50%


12.50%


12.50%


12.50%


12.50%


19.28%


19.28%


19.28%


19.28%


19.28%


19.28%


19.28%


10.38%


10.38%


10.38%


10.38%


10.38%


10.38%


10.38%


21.19%


21.19%


21.19%


21.19%


21.19%


21.19%


21.19%


21.82%


21.82%


21.82%


21.82%


21.82%


21.82%


21.82%
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Q1 In which grade is your child (or oldest child if there are multiple)?
Answered: 472 Skipped: 0


3


4


5


0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%


32.84%


32.84%


32.84%


32.84%


32.84%


32.84%


32.84%


35.17%


35.17%


35.17%


35.17%


35.17%


35.17%


35.17%


31.99%


31.99%


31.99%


31.99%


31.99%


31.99%


31.99%
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Q3 Select all the weeknights that your child usually has school
homework:


Answered: 472 Skipped: 0


Monday


Tuesday


Wednesday


Thursday


Friday


Does not apply


0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%


11.65%


11.65%


11.65%


11.65%


11.65%


11.65%


11.65%


14.41%


14.41%


14.41%


14.41%


14.41%


14.41%


14.41%


13.77%


13.77%


13.77%


13.77%


13.77%


13.77%


13.77%


11.02%


11.02%


11.02%


11.02%


11.02%


11.02%


11.02%


1.91%


1.91%


1.91%


1.91%


1.91%


1.91%


1.91%


79.45%


79.45%


79.45%


79.45%


79.45%


79.45%


79.45%
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Q4 How frequently does your child typically have school homework on the
weekend?


Answered: 472 Skipped: 0


Not at all   


Somewhat


Quite a bit


Very much


0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%


93.64%


93.64%


93.64%


93.64%


93.64%


93.64%


93.64%


5.93%


5.93%


5.93%


5.93%


5.93%


5.93%


5.93%


0.21%


0.21%


0.21%


0.21%


0.21%


0.21%


0.21%


0.21%


0.21%


0.21%


0.21%


0.21%


0.21%


0.21%
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Q5 On the weeknight(s) that your child has homework, how much time do
they spend completing it?


Answered: 471 Skipped: 1


Less than 1
hour


 1 hour


2 hours


3 hours


4 or more hours


Does not apply


0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%


34.61%


34.61%


34.61%


34.61%


34.61%


34.61%


34.61%


1.91%


1.91%


1.91%


1.91%


1.91%


1.91%


1.91%


0.42%


0.42%


0.42%


0.42%


0.42%


0.42%


0.42%


0.21%


0.21%


0.21%


0.21%


0.21%


0.21%


0.21%


62.85%


62.85%


62.85%


62.85%


62.85%


62.85%


62.85%
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Q6 To what degree does your child have the opportunity to apply skills
learned in school to their homework assignments?


Answered: 472 Skipped: 0


Not at all   


Somewhat


Quite a bit


Very much


Does not apply


0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%


38.56%


38.56%


38.56%


38.56%


38.56%


38.56%


38.56%


14.62%


14.62%


14.62%


14.62%


14.62%


14.62%


14.62%


9.96%


9.96%


9.96%


9.96%


9.96%


9.96%


9.96%


10.38%


10.38%


10.38%


10.38%


10.38%


10.38%


10.38%


26.48%


26.48%


26.48%


26.48%


26.48%


26.48%


26.48%
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Q7 About how many of your child’s classes assign “busywork” for school
homework?


Answered: 472 Skipped: 0


Not at all   


Somewhat


Quite a bit


Very much


Does not apply


0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%


61.02%


61.02%


61.02%


61.02%


61.02%


61.02%


61.02%


6.36%


6.36%


6.36%


6.36%


6.36%


6.36%


6.36%


0.42%


0.42%


0.42%


0.42%


0.42%


0.42%


0.42%


0.21%


0.21%


0.21%


0.21%


0.21%


0.21%


0.21%


31.99%


31.99%


31.99%


31.99%


31.99%


31.99%


31.99%
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Q8 How would you rate the amount of school homework that your child
has?


Answered: 472 Skipped: 0


My child
doesn’t have...


My child has
about the ri...


My child has
too much...


Does not apply


0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%


58.47%


58.47%


58.47%


58.47%


58.47%


58.47%


58.47%


24.15%


24.15%


24.15%


24.15%


24.15%


24.15%


24.15%


0.85%


0.85%


0.85%


0.85%


0.85%


0.85%


0.85%


16.53%


16.53%


16.53%


16.53%


16.53%


16.53%


16.53%
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Q9 How often does your child have the materials that are needed to
complete school homework at home?


Answered: 472 Skipped: 0


Never


Sometimes


Often


Always


Does not apply


0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%


16.74%


16.74%


16.74%


16.74%


16.74%


16.74%


16.74%


7.84%


7.84%


7.84%


7.84%


7.84%


7.84%


7.84%


8.47%


8.47%


8.47%


8.47%


8.47%


8.47%


8.47%


27.97%


27.97%


27.97%


27.97%


27.97%


27.97%


27.97%


38.98%


38.98%


38.98%


38.98%


38.98%


38.98%


38.98%
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Q10 How easy is it for your child to complete school homework
independently, without help?


Answered: 472 Skipped: 0


Not at all easy


Somewhat easy


Quite easy


Very easy


Does not apply


0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%


4.66%


4.66%


4.66%


4.66%


4.66%


4.66%


4.66%


11.23%


11.23%


11.23%


11.23%


11.23%


11.23%


11.23%


14.41%


14.41%


14.41%


14.41%


14.41%


14.41%


14.41%


25.00%


25.00%


25.00%


25.00%


25.00%


25.00%


25.00%


44.70%


44.70%


44.70%


44.70%


44.70%


44.70%


44.70%
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Q11 How often does your child ask for help from an adult while
completing school homework?


Answered: 472 Skipped: 0


Never


Sometimes


Often


Always


Does not apply


0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%


26.06%


26.06%


26.06%


26.06%


26.06%


26.06%


26.06%


25.21%


25.21%


25.21%


25.21%


25.21%


25.21%


25.21%


3.81%


3.81%


3.81%


3.81%


3.81%


3.81%


3.81%


1.27%


1.27%


1.27%


1.27%


1.27%


1.27%


1.27%


43.64%


43.64%


43.64%


43.64%


43.64%


43.64%


43.64%
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Q12 From the list of assignments below, check the box(es) below that
correspond with the type of school homework your child usually has.


Answered: 472 Skipped: 0


Answering math
problems


Reading from a
textbook


Reading a
primary sour...


Memorizing
facts


Gathering data


Writing a
report


Working on a
project


Preparing for
a future les...


Responding to
questions


Reflecting on
learning (e....


Does not apply


0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%


26.91%


26.91%


26.91%


26.91%


26.91%


26.91%


26.91%


5.51%


5.51%


5.51%


5.51%


5.51%


5.51%


5.51%


5.08%


5.08%


5.08%


5.08%


5.08%


5.08%


5.08%


6.78%


6.78%


6.78%


6.78%


6.78%


6.78%


6.78%


7.42%


7.42%


7.42%


7.42%


7.42%


7.42%


7.42%


8.26%


8.26%


8.26%


8.26%


8.26%


8.26%


8.26%


19.92%


19.92%


19.92%


19.92%


19.92%


19.92%


19.92%


4.03%


4.03%


4.03%


4.03%


4.03%


4.03%


4.03%


6.14%


6.14%


6.14%


6.14%


6.14%


6.14%


6.14%


4.24%


4.24%


4.24%


4.24%


4.24%


4.24%


4.24%


56.78%


56.78%


56.78%


56.78%


56.78%


56.78%


56.78%
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Q13 From the list below, please select any item(s) your child often does
while completing school homework:


Answered: 472 Skipped: 0


Eat   


Listen to music


Text or chat
online


Watch TV or a
video


Talk to
someone else...


Use a social
networking a...


Talk on the
phone or...


Email


Browse the
internet


Nothing – my
child just d...


Other


Does not apply


0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%


4.87%


4.87%


4.87%


4.87%


4.87%


4.87%


4.87%


2.75%


2.75%


2.75%


2.75%


2.75%


2.75%


2.75%


0.21%


0.21%


0.21%


0.21%


0.21%


0.21%


0.21%


1.27%


1.27%


1.27%


1.27%


1.27%


1.27%


1.27%


6.14%


6.14%


6.14%


6.14%


6.14%


6.14%


6.14%


0.21%


0.21%


0.21%


0.21%


0.21%


0.21%


0.21%


1.27%


1.27%


1.27%


1.27%


1.27%


1.27%


1.27%


32.42%


32.42%


32.42%


32.42%


32.42%


32.42%


32.42%


1.48%


1.48%


1.48%


1.48%


1.48%


1.48%


1.48%


56.78%


56.78%


56.78%


56.78%


56.78%


56.78%


56.78%
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Q14 What is your child's gender?
Answered: 472 Skipped: 0


Male


Female


Non-Binary


Prefer Not to
Answer


0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%


50.42%


50.42%


50.42%


50.42%


50.42%


50.42%


50.42%


45.76%


45.76%


45.76%


45.76%


45.76%


45.76%


45.76%


0.42%


0.42%


0.42%


0.42%


0.42%


0.42%


0.42%


3.39%


3.39%


3.39%


3.39%


3.39%


3.39%


3.39%
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Q15 How would you identify your child's race/ethnicity?
Answered: 472 Skipped: 0


African
American


Asian


Hispanic


Native American


White


Native
Hawaiian,...


Multi-Race,
Non-Hispanic


Prefer not to
answer


0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%


1.06%


1.06%


1.06%


1.06%


1.06%


1.06%


1.06%


21.40%


21.40%


21.40%


21.40%


21.40%


21.40%


21.40%


1.69%


1.69%


1.69%


1.69%


1.69%


1.69%


1.69%


59.32%


59.32%


59.32%


59.32%


59.32%


59.32%


59.32%


0.42%


0.42%


0.42%


0.42%


0.42%


0.42%


0.42%


4.24%


4.24%


4.24%


4.24%


4.24%


4.24%


4.24%


11.86%


11.86%


11.86%


11.86%


11.86%


11.86%


11.86%
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Q1 Select the weeknight(s) that you usually assign school homework:
Answered: 130 Skipped: 0


Monday


Tuesday


Wednesday


Thursday


Friday


Does not apply


0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%


74.62%


74.62%


74.62%


74.62%


74.62%


74.62%


74.62%


79.23%


79.23%


79.23%


79.23%


79.23%


79.23%


79.23%


80.77%


80.77%


80.77%


80.77%


80.77%


80.77%


80.77%


80.00%


80.00%


80.00%


80.00%


80.00%


80.00%


80.00%


44.62%


44.62%


44.62%


44.62%


44.62%


44.62%


44.62%


16.92%


16.92%


16.92%


16.92%


16.92%


16.92%


16.92%
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Q2 When you assign homework, how much school homework do you
typically assign?


Answered: 130 Skipped: 0


Less than 1
hour


1 hour


2 hours


3 hours


4 or more hours


Does not apply


0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%


90.00%


90.00%


90.00%


90.00%


90.00%


90.00%


90.00%


1.54%


1.54%


1.54%


1.54%


1.54%


1.54%


1.54%


0.77%


0.77%


0.77%


0.77%


0.77%


0.77%


0.77%


7.69%


7.69%


7.69%


7.69%


7.69%


7.69%


7.69%
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Q3 How often do you assign school homework on the weekend?
Answered: 130 Skipped: 0


Never


Sometimes


Quite a bit


Very often


Does not apply


0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%


18.46%


18.46%


18.46%


18.46%


18.46%


18.46%


18.46%


47.69%


47.69%


47.69%


47.69%


47.69%


47.69%


47.69%


17.69%


17.69%


17.69%


17.69%


17.69%


17.69%


17.69%


9.23%


9.23%


9.23%


9.23%


9.23%


9.23%


9.23%


6.92%


6.92%


6.92%


6.92%


6.92%


6.92%


6.92%
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Q4 To what extent does the homework you assign supplement and
support instruction?


Answered: 130 Skipped: 0


Not at all   


Somewhat


Quite a bit


Very much


Does not apply


0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%


0.77%


0.77%


0.77%


0.77%


0.77%


0.77%


0.77%


4.62%


4.62%


4.62%


4.62%


4.62%


4.62%


4.62%


10.77%


10.77%


10.77%


10.77%


10.77%


10.77%


10.77%


76.92%


76.92%


76.92%


76.92%


76.92%


76.92%


76.92%


6.92%


6.92%


6.92%


6.92%


6.92%


6.92%


6.92%
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Q5 How much do your classroom lessons depend upon students
completing the homework from the previous night?


Answered: 130 Skipped: 0


Not at all


Somewhat


Quite a bit


Very much 


Does not apply


0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%


3.08%


3.08%


3.08%


3.08%


3.08%


3.08%


3.08%


28.46%


28.46%


28.46%


28.46%


28.46%


28.46%


28.46%


27.69%


27.69%


27.69%


27.69%


27.69%


27.69%


27.69%


34.62%


34.62%


34.62%


34.62%


34.62%


34.62%


34.62%


6.15%


6.15%


6.15%


6.15%


6.15%


6.15%


6.15%
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Q6 How do you feel about the amount of school homework that is
assigned to students?


Answered: 130 Skipped: 0


My students
don't have...


My students
have about t...


My students
have too muc...


0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%


13.85%


13.85%


13.85%


13.85%


13.85%


13.85%


13.85%


71.54%


71.54%


71.54%


71.54%


71.54%


71.54%


71.54%


14.62%


14.62%


14.62%


14.62%


14.62%


14.62%


14.62%


6 / 14


2019 Teacher HW Survey Grades 3-12







Q7 How frequently do you assign homework that requires students to
have materials at home in order to complete it?


Answered: 130 Skipped: 0


Never


Sometimes


Often


Always


Does not apply


0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%


30.77%


30.77%


30.77%


30.77%


30.77%


30.77%


30.77%


34.62%


34.62%


34.62%


34.62%


34.62%


34.62%


34.62%


19.23%


19.23%


19.23%


19.23%


19.23%


19.23%


19.23%


9.23%


9.23%


9.23%


9.23%


9.23%


9.23%


9.23%


6.15%


6.15%


6.15%


6.15%


6.15%


6.15%


6.15%
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Q8 To what extent do you think students are completing school
homework independently, without help?


Answered: 130 Skipped: 0


Not at all 


Somewhat


Quite a bit


Very much


0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%


0.77%


0.77%


0.77%


0.77%


0.77%


0.77%


0.77%


27.69%


27.69%


27.69%


27.69%


27.69%


27.69%


27.69%


50.77%


50.77%


50.77%


50.77%


50.77%


50.77%


50.77%


20.77%


20.77%


20.77%


20.77%


20.77%


20.77%


20.77%
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Q9 How frequently do you assign homework that requires students to ask
for help from an adult to complete?


Answered: 130 Skipped: 0


Never


Sometimes


Often


Always


0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%


90.77%


90.77%


90.77%


90.77%


90.77%


90.77%


90.77%


9.23%


9.23%


9.23%


9.23%


9.23%


9.23%


9.23%
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Q10 From the list of assignments below, check the box(es) below that
correspond with the type of homework you usually assign.


Answered: 130 Skipped: 0


Answering math
problems


Reading from a
textbook


Reading a
primary sour...


Memorizing
facts


Gathering data


Writing a
report


Working on a
project


Preparing for
a future les...


Responding to
questions


Reflecting on
learning (e....


Does not apply


0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%


27.69%


27.69%


27.69%


27.69%


27.69%


27.69%


27.69%


30.77%


30.77%


30.77%


30.77%


30.77%


30.77%


30.77%


30.00%


30.00%


30.00%


30.00%


30.00%


30.00%


30.00%


19.23%


19.23%


19.23%


19.23%


19.23%


19.23%


19.23%


11.54%


11.54%


11.54%


11.54%


11.54%


11.54%


11.54%


23.08%


23.08%


23.08%


23.08%


23.08%


23.08%


23.08%


53.08%


53.08%


53.08%


53.08%


53.08%


53.08%


53.08%


49.23%


49.23%


49.23%


49.23%


49.23%


49.23%


49.23%


55.38%


55.38%


55.38%


55.38%


55.38%


55.38%


55.38%


28.46%


28.46%


28.46%


28.46%


28.46%


28.46%


28.46%


1.54%


1.54%


1.54%


1.54%


1.54%


1.54%


1.54%
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Q11 In which school do you teach?
Answered: 130 Skipped: 0


ABRHS


RJGJHS


Blanchard


Conant


Douglas


Gates


McCarthy-Towne


Merriam


0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%


73.85%


73.85%


73.85%


73.85%


73.85%


73.85%


73.85%


26.15%


26.15%


26.15%


26.15%


26.15%


26.15%


26.15%
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Q12 Your Department:
Answered: 126 Skipped: 4


English


Mathematics


Science


Social Studies


World Language


Performing Arts


Visual Arts


Physical
Education an...


Communication
Arts (HS only)


English
Language...


Special
Education


0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%


20.63%


20.63%


20.63%


20.63%


20.63%


20.63%


20.63%


19.84%


19.84%


19.84%


19.84%


19.84%


19.84%


19.84%


19.05%


19.05%


19.05%


19.05%


19.05%


19.05%


19.05%


16.67%


16.67%


16.67%


16.67%


16.67%


16.67%


16.67%


14.29%


14.29%


14.29%


14.29%


14.29%


14.29%


14.29%


1.59%


1.59%


1.59%


1.59%


1.59%


1.59%


1.59%


3.17%


3.17%


3.17%


3.17%


3.17%


3.17%


3.17%


4.76%


4.76%


4.76%


4.76%


4.76%


4.76%


4.76%
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Q13 How often do you count homework towards students' grades?
Answered: 126 Skipped: 4


Never


Sometimes


Often


Always


0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%


14.29%


14.29%


14.29%


14.29%


14.29%


14.29%


14.29%


19.05%


19.05%


19.05%


19.05%


19.05%


19.05%


19.05%


38.10%


38.10%


38.10%


38.10%


38.10%


38.10%


38.10%


28.57%


28.57%


28.57%


28.57%


28.57%


28.57%


28.57%
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Q14 If you count homework toward students' grades, what percent of the
grade is it?


Answered: 108 Skipped: 22


I don't count
homework for...


Less than 10%


11-20%


21-30%


31-40%


41-50%


51-60%


61-70%


71-80%


81-90%


91-100%


0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%


62.96%


62.96%


62.96%


62.96%


62.96%


62.96%


62.96%


26.85%


26.85%


26.85%


26.85%


26.85%


26.85%


26.85%


7.41%


7.41%


7.41%


7.41%


7.41%


7.41%


7.41%


7.41%


7.41%


7.41%


7.41%


7.41%


7.41%


7.41%
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Date:	 March	2019


To:	 MASC	member	school	committees,	c/o	superintendent	of		schools


Re: Voting delegate to annual business meeting 


	 	Date:	DURING JOINT CONFERENCE.  FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 3:15PM 


  Location: RESORT AND CONFERENCE CENTER AT HYANNIS, HYANNIS


In order for your school committee to have a vote at the annual business meeting of the Massachusetts Association 
of School Committees, it is necessary that an official delegate be designated in pursuance of Article IX, Sec. 6 
of the By-Laws, as follows:


All members of the Association, and all members of school committees which are active members of the Association, may attend 
and speak at any meeting of the Association. Only active members shall be entitled to vote on the election of officers or on any 
other matter as to which members of the Association shall have the right to vote and each active member shall have one vote. 
No later than seven days prior to each meeting of the Association each active member shall, by written notice to the Executive 
Director, designate one of its members as its voting delegate and may by such notice designate one of its members as its alternate 
voting delegate. All ballots and other votes cast by an active member at any meeting of the Association shall be cast by and only 
by its voting delegate or if the delegate be absent, by its alternate voting delegate if one shall have been designated.


PLEASE NOTE:


•  An	official	delegate	is	only	that	delegate	whose	school	committee	has	complied	with	annual	dues	regulations	as	spelled	out	in	 
Article	IV	of	the	MASC	By-Laws.


•  Deadline	for	receipt	of	delegate	forms	by	the	Executive	Director	for	the	2019	annual	meeting	is	October	18,	2019.


Official Delegate Form


For the school committee of  ___________________________________________________________________________


The official  voting delegate is:     __________________________________________________________________________
 
 __________________________________________________________________________


The alternate voting delegate is:  ___________________________________________________________________________
 
 ___________________________________________________________________________


Signed _______________________________________________________________________________________________


NOTE:  In order to register for the annual business meeting, delegates must send in this form in addition to the conference 
registration form.


FIRST NOTICE 


Massachusetts Association of School Committees, Inc.   


Devin Sheehan, President


One McKinley Square, Boston, Massachusetts  02109 


(617) 523–8454    (800) 392–6023    fax: (617) 742–4125    www.masc.org







report of the resolutions committee 
The members of t he Reso lut io ns Committee met on June 27, 2019 to co nsider resolut ions p ro posed by member dist ri cts 
and the MASC Boa rd of Directo rs fo r co nsideratio n at the 201 9 Ann ua l Meeting of th e Assoc iati on. Members present were : 
Margaret Hug hes, Narragansett Reg io nal; Denise Hurst, Sp rin g fi e ld/ MASC Secreta ry-Treasurer; Laura Fall o n, No rthamp
to n; Ire ne Fe li ciano-S im s, Ho lyo ke : Mildred Lefebvre, Ho lyo ke/MASC Mino rity Ca ucus Chair; Barbara Davis, Ho lbrook; Kim 
Hunt, Plym o uth; W endy Rua, Ag awam ; Bill Fo nseca, East Lo ngmea d ow/MASC Di visio n V Chair; Deni se Schultz, Franklin; 
Jake Oliveira, Ludl o w/ MASC Pres ident-Em eritu s; Beve rl y Hugo, Framing ham/ MA SC Past President; Paul Schli chtma n, 
Arlin g ton/ MASC Past Pres ident; Devin Sheehan, Ho lyoke/MASC President; Deborah Davis, Northeast Metro Voe. Tech./ 
MASC Pres ident -El ect and Chair of th e Reso luti o ns Com mittee 


Th e foll owing resoluti o ns were m oved forward by the Resoluti o ns Committee and approved by th e Bo ard of Direct o rs. 


RESOLUTION 1: Banning Polystyrene from Schools 
(Submitted by th e Silver Lake Regional School District, in 
clud ing the School Committees of Kingston, Plympton, and 
Halifax) 


WHEREAS: Th e United States Department of Education 
Green Ribbo n Schools was created in 2011 t o recognize 
schools efforts to red uce environmental im pact and cost, 
improve t he hea lth and we llness of schools stud ents, and 
staff, and p rovide effecti ve enviro nmental and sustainability 
educatio n; and 


WHEREAS The Commonwea lth of M assachusetts in con
junctio n w ith t wenty other states jo ined togeth er to form the 
United States Climate A lli ance to suppo rt the Paris Agree
ment and th ro ug h co ntinued legi slative and executive ac
ti ons has dem o nstrated the Commo nwea lth's commitment 
to environ mental protection; and 


WHEREAS: Exp anded po lystyrene foam manufacturing 
p rocess re leases pollutio n into the atmosph e re, expanded 
polystyrene foa m has been shown to be non-biod egrad 
able and has the ab ility to be pers istent in the enviro nment 
for tho usa nds of yea rs, expanded po lystyrene foam breaks 
d own into "pearl s" w hi ch are often ingested by marine life 
and introduced into the food chain; and 


WHEREAS : Expa nded polystyrene foam is mad e w ith 
styrene, a chemica l th e Depa rtment of Hea lth and Human 
Se rvices has deemed as reaso nab ly antic ipated to be a 
human ca rcinoge n, and t he use of expa nded polystyrene 
foam in food and beve rage co ntainers, especially contain 
ers ho lding hot o r acidic food, have bee n shown to leach 
styre ne into food and beverages; 


THEREFO RE BE IT RESOLVED THAT: MASC urge the Com
mo nwea lth of Massachusetts to ban the use of expanded 
polystyrene foa m cups, bowls, p lates and t rays fro m Massa
chusetts Pu b li c Schoo ls by the 2022 -2023 schoo l year. 


RATI O NA LE Propo nents cite t he p resence of tox ins, includ 
ing ca rcinoge ns in po lysty rene and note th at co ntainers 
manufactured w it h thi s substance ca n be fo und in food and 
beverage containers that mig ht pose a r isk to students and 
others. 


RESOLUTION 2: Pertaining to Educator Diversity and Pro
fessional Licensure 
(Submitted by the A rlington School Committee) 


WHEREAS: Current resea rch clea rl y d emonstrates that pub
li c schoo l stud ents benefit from a d ive rse teaching staff; and 


WHEREAS: Massachusetts distri cts are chall enged to attract 
a d ive rse teaching staff; and 


WHEREAS: Attr·acting d ive rse ca ndidates often invo lves 
recruit ing ca nd idates fro m o utside Massachusetts; and 


WH EREAS: Massachusetts li censure requirements, incl ud 
ing t he Massachusetts Tests fo r Ed ucato r Li censure (MTEL) 
requirements, se rve as a disince ntive fo r candid ates looking 
to re locate to take a teaching positio n; and 


WHEREAS : Test ad ministratio n is co nducted in ce nte rs that 
are often inaccessib le w itho ut a ca r; and 


WHEREAS: The cost of t esting ca n be a ba rrier to potenti al 
appli ca nts; and 


WHEREAS: There is no ev idence t he MTEL is a re li abl e o r 
va li d measure of successful practi ce as an educato r; and 


WHEREAS: School d istr icts are capa bl e of se lecting qual 
ifi ed ca nd idates for teaching positio ns, as well as super
vising, eva luating, and decid ing o n whether t o reta in the 
services of pro batio nary candid ates; and 


WHEREAS : The Boa rd of El ementary and Secondary Educa 
t io n governs educato r li ce nsu re in Massachusetts; and 


WHER EAS: Practi cing educators and schoo l committee 
members are p ro hi b ited fro m se rving o n the Boa rd of El e
menta ry and Secondary Ed ucatio n; and 


WHEREAS: The t eaching profession is the o nly p rofess ion 
o r trade in Massachusetts w here t he ho lders of a lice nse are 
p rohibited fro m se rving on its governing boa rd ; 


THEREFO RE BE IT RESOLVED: that the Massachusetts As
sociatio n of Schoo l Committees ca ll s fo r the e limination of 
the MTEL and t he MA Perfo rma nce Assessment fo r Lead ers 
(Ma PA L) as lice nsing req uirements fo r educato rs; and 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: that the Massachusetts Associ 
ation of Schoo l Committees ca ll s for the governance and 
licensure of profess iona l educators to be vested in a board 
comprised of licensed educators. 


RATIONALE: The licensure of Massachusetts educators 
is governed by the Board of Elementary and Secondary 
Education. The overs ight of licensure by non-educators has 
resu lted in a comp lex, difficult li censure system that discour
ages qua lified cand idates from app lying for licensure and 
emp loyment in Massachusetts. Recruiting a diverse, qua li 
fied cohort of new ed ucators wi ll be enhanced if t he barriers 
presented by MTEL are removed, and if li censure regula 
tions and standards are placed in the hands of a comm ittee 
of educators. An expanded exp lanation in support of this 
resolution can be found on the MASC web site. 


RESOLUTION 3: School Transportation 
(Submitted by the Hudson School Committee and revised by 
the Resolutions Committee) 


WHEREAS: Among the transportation cost concerns for 
schoo l districts is the lack of competit ion for bus contracts 
for regular day ("yellow bus") se rvices, as we ll as costs for 
special education transportation; and 


WHEREAS: Competiti on for transportation contracts has 
decreased over the years; and 


WHEREAS: Th e transportation industry has been contracting 
and now has fewer competitors; and 


WHEREAS: M .G.L. c. 71, § 7C prohibits certa in uses of 
reg iona l transportation authorities to provide schoo l district 
transportation serv ices, and 


WHEREAS: M.G.I. c. 30B § 5 requires acceptance of the 
lowest cost bid; and 


WHEREAS: Other factors beyond cost, such as past perfor
mance, cannot be cons ide red when accepting a bid; and 


WHEREAS: Many sma ller d istricts on ly receive 1 bid when 
soli cit ing transportation contract proposals; and 


WHEREAS: No action on this subject has been taken to 
increase competition; and 


WHEREAS: Elimination of M.G.L. c. 71, § 7C wou ld free the 
school districts and Regional Transportation Authorities to 
co ll aborate on plans to provide safe and effi cient transporta 
tion alternatives that lessen the financial im pact on both the 
districts and the Commonwealth, and 


WHEREAS: The lack of b idders on schoo l transportation 
contracts requires a deeper ana lys is by the appropriate state 
officia ls; 


THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT: In o rd er to promote 
greater competition for bus serv ice contracts and im prove 
performance, MASC ca ll s for the creation of a work ing 
group to advise the Leg islature on the best so lutions to 
support greater competit ion and higher performance from 
transportation compan ies. 


BE IT FURTHER RESOLOVED THAT: In order to promote 
greater competit ion for bus serv ice contracts, the Legisla 
ture shou ld e liminate M.G.L. c. 71, § 7C, and authorize a 
deeper ana lys is into the lack of bidders on schoo l transpor
tation contracts. 


RATIONALE: Add itiona l information can be found on the 
MASC web site. 


RESOLUTION 4 : Climate Change 
(Proposed by the Resolutions Committee) 


WHEREAS: We believe America is a great nation and has 
a proud heritage of addressing humanity's most press ing 
prob lems; 


WHEREAS: We believe it is important to advocate for 
climate action lead ing to climate restoration to curtai l one 
of the greatest threats facing commun ities throughout the 
world; and, 


WHEREAS: We believe that climate change is not a partisan 
issue and that loca l, state, and national policies shou ld be 
guided by the best ava ilab le science; and, 


WHEREAS: There is a broad scient ifi c consensus among cli 
mate scientists that human act ivit ies, contributing to increas
es in greenhouse gas em iss ions, are the dominant cause of 
climate change; 


WHEREAS: Ch ildren represent a particularly vu lnerab le 
group because greenhouse gases emitted into the at
mosphere wi ll continue to accumu late over the com ing 
decades and w ill profoundly impact our current students 
throughout their lives, as we ll as the lives of future genera 
tions; and, 


WHEREAS: MASC recognizes c limate change as a genera
tional justice and human rights issue; and, 


WHEREAS: Climate change is a socia l justice and equity 
issue. While climate change impacts all people and dispro
portionately impacts all young peop le and future gener
ations, it d isproportionate ly affects people of color and 
peop le in poverty, thereby exacerbating exist ing inequ ities 
and limit ing equa lity of opportunity wh ich is a foundat iona l 
aspiration for modern America; 


W HEREAS: The globa l impact, urgency, and magnitude of 
the cha ll enge of addressing climate change ca lls for lead 
ersh ip in all sectors of society, all institutions and all elected 
leaders; and, 
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WHEREAS: Nationa l and state e lected leaders wo rking in 
a bipartisa n fash ion to enact ca rbo n pricing po licies co uld 
qu ickly and substa ntia lly red uce human-made greenho use 
gas em iss io ns; and, 


WHEREAS: MASC recogn izes and understands the signifi 
ca nt negative impact that rapid and o ngo ing climate change 
has o n America's schoo ls, stud ents, and th eir commun it ies. 


THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT: MASC ca lls o n Con
gress to take swift and effective act io n o n cl imate change to 
protect cu rrent and future students. 


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT: MASC advocates for 
funding for school infrastructure need and emergency fund 
ing for d isaster relief ca used by natural catastrophes and 
extreme weather events. 


RATIONALE: This reso lution represents a ca ll by advocates 
for action o n climate change at th e federal leve l and for 
state funding to anticipate the clim ato log ica l implicatio ns 
and the emergencies they might ca use. 


RESOLUTION 5: Full Funding of Transportation Costs for 
Students in Foster Care And State Care 
(Sub mitted by the MASC Board of Directors) 


W HEREAS: FY18 was the f irst year Massachusetts added th e 
category of transportation for foster children educated in 
the schoo l or district of origin and subject to transportation 
to its repo rting of education expenses by di strict, and th e 
repo rted tota l was over $3 .2 m il li on; and 


WHEREAS: Federa l and state law requ ire the abi lity for stu
d ents in foster or state care to stay not just in their d istricts 
of orig in but also in the ir schools of o rig in; and 


WHEREAS: The nature of foster ca re and state ca re p lace
ments has changed sign ifi cantly w ith in the past severa l 
d eca des; and 


WHEREAS: School distri ct s d o not have contro l over wheth 
er a foster ca re student is p laced into o r removed from th e 
district ; and 


WHEREAS : Section 7 of Chapter 7 6 of the Massachusetts 
Genera l Laws, estab lished over a ce ntury ago, obligates the 
Commonwea lth to reimburse districts for th e cost of ed ucat
ing stud ents in foster care and state ca re; 


THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT: the Commonwea lth 
should fu lly re imburse transpo rtatio n funding for chi ldren 
in foster ca re and state care . DCF an d DESE mu st com 
plete the process to provid e proper d ocumentati on for the 
Commonwealth to receive re imbursement for transportation 
expenses under Title IV-E of the Social Secu rity Act. 


BE IT FURTHER RESO LVED THAT: MASC advocate th e 
Massachu setts Genera l Court to properly ca lculate and 
assume th e fu ll expense of providing ed ucati o na l services to 


students in foster ca re and state care includ ing the costs of 
assessments, reg ular d ay and special ed ucatio n se rvices as 
we ll as out-of-district placements, transportatio n and menta l 
hea lth serv ices. 


RATIONALE: Beca use the foster care popu lation is fluid , it 
is difficult for a school district to budget properly for un
expected transportation costs of students in foster ca re o r 
state custody. Direct and fu ll fund ing of transportatio n wi ll 
remedy these prob lems whi le eq uitably and accurate ly all o 
cat ing costs. The State Audito r notes the Commonwealth's 
failure to provid e funding for the transportation of foster 
ca re students may b e an unfunded mandate under the Loca l 
Mandate Law, G.L. c. 29, § 27c. Th is is a similar situation 
to that of the McKinney Vento find ing by Aud itor Bump in 
2011-20 12. As the requirement is t ied to fed eral fund ing 
unde r Tit le I, the need to provide transit to th ese stud ents 
mea ns th is cou ld potentia lly be a requirement passed by 
th e state to loca l d istricts w ithout offsetting funding . Massa 
chusetts rece ived over $220 mi ll io n in Tit le I, Part A grants in 
each of the f isca l years 2016, 2017, and 20 18. 


Wh ile the reimbursem ent on ly offers a po rti on of the funds 
expended, it could help offset some of th e expenses in
curred by school d istricts to comply with state and federal 
laws. We app laud DCF and DESE for th e effo rt underway to 
modify the federal plan t o al low for re imbursement to Mas
sachusetts for expenses incurred by schoo l districts. 


This reso lution exp lic itly recog nizes that "education expens
es" include all education-re lated costs associated with the 
imposit ion of federal requirements and the decision-making 
of the Department of Chi ldren and Fam ilies (DCF) regarding 
each foster child's res idential situation . Direct state funding 
of these services w il l al low for a more accurate allocatio n 
of funds to affected communities. Funding from the state 
wi ll also lessen the adm inistrative t ime lost by ce ntral offi ce 
staff trying to determ ine the district financially respo nsib le 
for each student and seeking re imbursements after the fact. 
Estimated tota l costs less the est imated existing paym ents 
wou ld net to approx imate ly $56 mi ll ion annua ll y. More 
accurate data on student p lacements wou ld sharpen th is 
estim ate. 


RESOLUTION 6 : Universal Quality Pre-Kindergarten Access 
in Massachusetts 
(NOTE: This Resolution is a reaffirmation of a 2014 Resolu
tion, submitted by the Framingham School Com mittee) 


W HEREAS: In Massachu setts as many as four o ut of t en 
students lack access to a formal, ea rly education and ca re 
prog ram; and 


WHEREAS: Advocates have cited as many as 25,000 low 
income children are in need of fin ancial assistance fo r ea rly 
educati on and ca re; and 


WHEREAS: Low income students w ho partic ipat e in qua lity 
early educatio n and care programs are 40% less like ly to 
be he ld back a grade o r need Special Edu catio n, and 30% 
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more li ke ly to grad uate hig h school twice as like ly to attend 
co ll ege; and 


WHEREAS : Better language, social and behavio ral skill s are 
obta ined by attending a quality p re-schoo l; and 


WHEREAS: Children that attend p re-schoo ls are shown to 
demonstrate t angible life long results for future success; 


THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT: MASC fil e or support 
leg islation that wil l provid e a suffi cient appropriation for 
universa l pre-Kin Massachusetts and wi ll achieve the actions 
necessa ry to provide access to good, qua lity universa l pre-K 
for all children in Massachusetts. 


RATIONALE: This reso lutio n would help ensu re that o ur 
underserved population of 3 and 4-yea r-o lds will be pro
vided w ith th e supports and se rvices necessa ry for schoo l 
rea diness and lasting success in the classroom and for 
future success. Knowing that these strateg ies are d ocument
ed in increas ing student success, o ur resolutio n w ill level the 
play ing fie ld by help ing to ensure equity and beginning the 
process of clos ing th e achievement gap for thi s vulnerab le 
co ho rt of children. 


RESOLUTION 7: Poverty and Children 
(Note: This Resolution is a rea ffirmation of a 20 15 Resolu
tion. Submitted by the Framingham Schoo l Committee. ) 


WHEREAS: One third of the children in Massachusetts are 
li ving in or nea r poverty; and 


WHEREAS: Th e peri ls of poverty include putting student s 
and families at risk for hea lth, soc ial and emoti onal and edu
catio nal disadvantage; and 


WHEREAS: Students in poverty and at social and emotio nal 
ri sk face o bstacles and impedi ments to their success that 
other students do not confro nt; and 


WHEREAS : Th ere is a direct lin k between poverty and 
student and district academic pe rforman ce, demanding our 
attention and o ur d ili gent efforts to address them; and 


WHEREAS: The erad icat io n of poverty among children is es
senti al to generating a strong economy and vibra nt society; 


THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT: The Massachusetts 
Associat io n of Schoo l Committee w ill prioritize, as a matter 
of its pub lic po li cy agenda, and fil e for and support leg isla
tion to suppo rt the eradi catio n of poverty amo ng children in 
Massachusetts and advocate for soc ial and economic justice 
for students and their famili es that w ill include: 


• Support for a revenue stream that supports soc ial and 
econom ic pr io ri ties for child re n and fami li es. 


• Support for state program and se rvices that se rve child ren 
at g reatest social and emotional ri sk wh ich are easily acces
sible to students and fami li es . 


• Advocacy for nutrit ion p rogra ms that erad icate hunger 
among child ren . 


• Advocacy for hea lthca re inc lud ing vision, hea ring, dental 
and mental hea lth thro ugh accessib le serv ice providers. 


• Support for pre-kind e rgarten programs for all children. 


• Advocacy for increasing educationa l oppo rtuniti es for 
children to grow both inside and o utside of schoo l. 


RATIONALE: This reso lution wou ld help ensure that our 
underserved population of school children wi ll be provided 
with the supports and services necessa ry for lasting success 
in the class room and in their fu ture. Knowing that by e lim 
inating the ra vages of poverty, these strateg ies have been 
proven to increase positive student outcomes, t his reso lu
tion w ill leve l the playing fi e ld by helping to ensure eq uity 
and to close the achievement gap for this vulnerabl e co ho rt 
of children. 


RESOLUTION 8: Resolution for Access to Menstrual 
Supplies 
(Submitted by the MASC Resolutions Committee) 


WHEREAS: Schoo ls have an ob ligation to serve all students 
equitab ly. Every student deserves the reassurance that th eir 
schoo l restroom s are outfitted with necessities to accom
modate their bio log ica l needs. Yet, for roughly half the US 
student popu lation, the re is a g laring exception t o this co m
mitment: menstru al hygiene products; and 


WHEREAS : Menstrua l hygiene prod uct s are basic neces
sities, and th e inabili ty to access them affects a student's 
freed o m to study, be hea lthy, and participate in soc iety with 
dignity. Studies have shown that when students lack access 
to menstrual hyg iene prod ucts they sk ip or miss c lass, face 
embarrassment o r objectifi cation because of period stains, 
and are limited both academica lly and socia ll y; and 


WHEREAS: Access to m enstrua l products co uld be cost pro
hibitive to many students and menstruating us not a luxury 
but a biolog ical p rocess that necess itates the use of costly 
p roducts; and 


WHEREAS: No student should miss a day of school because 
they fee l asham ed o r they do not have access to menstrua l 
products; and 


THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT: MASC work with state 
and federal leg islatures t o provide add itional funding to 
provide free access to menstrual products from th e school 
nurse and in restrooms and locker roo ms. 


RATIONAL: Proponents asse rt that menstrual suppli es are 
basic necessities w hich some students may not have on 
hand in schoo l at any particular moment o r may not be ab le 
to affo rd in general. They view these items, simil ar to other 
p roducts fou nd in nurses' offi ces or in restrooms, as basic, 
essential commod ities for eve ryday use that sho uld be ava il 
able to all students w ithout charge. 
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RESOLUTION 9: Charter School Reform 
(Submitted by the MASC Board of Directors) 


WHEREAS: In many cit ies and towns, Commonwealth char
ter schoo ls are imposed upon comm uniti es o r subject to 
expansion over their objections, without loca l representative 
overs ight, and without regard to the impact such a charter 
school wo uld have on the education of children in the pub
li c schoo ls; and 


WHEREAS: Charter schoo ls are always fully funded by the 
sendi ng districts enro lling students there while the charte r 
schoo l mitigation fund is subject to appropriation and has 
not been fully funded in years; and 


WHEREAS: Charter schoo ls may retain up to 20 percent of 
their operating budget and cap ital costs in reserve fund s, 
regional schoo ls may reta in on ly 5 percent of any surplus 
funds in reserve, while district schools must return 100 per
cent of any unspent funds to their municipality; and 


WHEREAS: Without substantial reform of Commonwea lth 
charter schoo l financing, recruitment of students, equ itable 
charter schoo l enro llment of representative segments of the 
population of econom ica lly disadvantaged, special edu 
cation, and disabled students remediation of the adverse 
impact of charter schools cannot be addressed; 


THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT: the Massachusetts 
Association of Schoo l Comm ittees seek leg islative action 
to both address the deleterious effects of charter school 
funding on certa in municipalities and schoo l districts across 
the state and approve a compre hensive set of refo rms that 
includes: 


1. Establishment of strict guide lines o r reg ulations to requ ire 
that charter schoo ls enro ll representative cross sections of 
students residing within the school service areas. 


2. Reporting of accurate numbers of students who leave 
charter schools to return to the send ing districts or district of 
residence . 


3. Requiring the MA Department of El ementary and Second 
ary Education to retain and report accurate data on enro ll 
ment of students with learn ing disabilities, 
physical disabilities, econom ic disadvantage, emotiona l 
disability and status as racial and linguistic minorities. 


4. State requirements that all charter schoo ls be funded in 
full by the Commonwea lth rather than by expropriation of 
Chapter 70 education aid from the send ing citi es, towns and 
regions. 


5. State funding in full of any mitigation funds created to 
offset the loss of state funding for students who become 
students in charter schools. 


RATIONAL: This resolution addresses several areas where 
charter school criti cs note that school districts are disadvan
taged by current policy. Among these issues are failure to 
recruit and retain a fair proportion of students at risk, English 
Language Learners, or clients of special educatio n serv ices. 
The reso lution also recommends that charte r schoo ls shou ld 
be funded as a discrete budget line item rather than by hav
ing send ing district Chapter 70 funding diverted to charter 
schools and that the current mitigation program to offset 
temporary losses of district funds be fully funded. 


Critics of thi s resolution may argue that "the money follows 
the child" and that charter schools represent cho ices for 
parents and students. Th ey might also cite efforts by some 
charter schools to recru it students at risk. 


proposal to amend the masc by-laws 
The Board of Directors of the Association has recommend
ed to members that the by-laws of the Association be 
amended as follows: 
It is proposed that Article VII (Election of Officers), subsec
tion 2 (Nominating Comm ittee) be updated to reflect the 
add ition of the Minority Caucus representative o n the Board 
of Directors and as a representative on the Nominating 
Committee . 


Current language reads as follows: 
A Nom inating Comm ittee of ten persons sha ll be appo inted 
by the President with the advice and consent of the Board of 
Directors, o n o r before May 1 of each year. One of such per
sons shall be a past President, who sha ll serve as Chairman 
of the Nom inating Committee, four sha ll be Division Office rs 
and five shall be members of schoo l committees whi ch are 


active members of the Association. The four Division officers 
and the five others sha ll be so appo inted that each Division 
of the Association is represented. 


Proposed language reads as follows (new language in 
bold face) 
A Nominating Comm ittee of ten persons shall be appointed 
by the President w ith the advice and consent of the Board of 
Directors, on or before May 1 of each year. A Past President 
shall serve as a non-voting chair of the committee. Five 
members sha ll be Division Officers and five sha ll be mem
be rs of schoo l committees which are active members of the 
Association. The five Division officers and the five others 
shall be so appointed that each Division of the Assoc iation is 
represented. 
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A B C D E F G H I J K


Acton-Boxborough Regional School District
C.T. Douglas and Gates Elementary School DRAFT 10/23/2019 Revision 8/26/2019


Total Project Budget: All costs associated with the 
project are subject to 963 CMR 2.16(5) Estimated Budget                  


Scope Items Excluded from 
the Estimated Basis of 


Maximum Facilities Grant or 
Otherwise Ineligible


Estimated Basis of 
Maximum Total Facilities 


Grant1
Estimated Maximum Total 


Facilities Grant1


Feasibility Study Agreement Soft Cost Reimbursement
OPM Feasibility Study $325,000 $0 $325,000 Estimated Budget Excluded Eligible Soft Costs Category
A&E Feasibility Study $875,000 $0 $875,000 $3,417,619 $55,006 $3,362,613 -Administration
Environmental & Site $75,000 $0 $75,000 $9,830,583 $14,288 $9,816,295 -A/E Services
Other $25,000 $0 $25,000 Ineligible therefore not included in calculation -Site Acquisition
Feasibility Study Agreement Subtotal $1,300,000 $0 $1,300,000 $646,100 $1,290,000 $1,065,000 $225,000 -Miscellaneous Proj Costs
Administration $3,360,000 $984,000 $2,376,000 -FFE
Legal Fees $50,000 $50,000 $0 $0 Not included in this calculation -Owners Contingency
Owner's Project Manager $15,779,908 Total Eligible Soft Costs
Design Development $180,757 $0 $180,757
Construction Contract Documents $301,262 $5,006 $296,256 Construction Costs associated with Soft Cost Cap Calculation
Bidding $150,631 $0 $150,631 Estimated Budget Construction Costs Category
Construction Contract Administration $2,259,464 $0 $2,259,464 $150,000 $150,000 -CM Preconstruction services
Closeout $120,505 $0 $120,505 $95,255,831 $95,255,831 -Construction Cost
Extra Services $0 $0 $0 Not included in this calculation -Construction Contingency
Reimbursable & Other Services $0 $0 $0 $95,405,831 Total Construction Cost
Cost Estimates $0 $0 $0 20% Soft Cost Allowance
Advertising $5,000 $0 $5,000 $19,081,166 Reimbursable Soft Cost
Permitting $0 $0 $0
Owner's Insurance $0 $0 $0 -$3,301,258 Eligible minus Reimbursable
Other Administrative Costs $0 $0 $0 -If Eligible minus Reimbursable is negative, OK.
Administration Subtotal $3,067,619 $55,006 $3,012,613 $1,497,269
Architecture and Engineering
Basic Services
Design Development $2,400,000 $0 $2,400,000 Scope Excluded OPM & Designer Costs associated with ineligible Building
Construction Contract Documents $3,983,000 $14,288 $3,968,712 Scope Excluded Aud/Gym (gsf): 255 Scope Excluded (gsf): 255 0.1500%
Bidding $280,000 $0 $280,000 Total (gsf): 174,759
Construction Contract Administration $1,900,000 $0 $1,900,000
Closeout $87,583 $0 $87,583 Excluded (%) Scope Excluded costs
Other Basic Services $0 $0 $0 OPM Basic Services $3,337,619 0.1500% $5,006
Basic Services Subtotal $8,650,583 $14,288 $8,636,295 Designer Basic Services $9,525,583 0.1500% $14,288
Reimbursable Services
Construction Testing $0 $0 $0 Scope Excluded OPM & Designer Costs associated with Scope Excluded Site
Printing (over minimum) $10,000 $0 $10,000 Scope Excluded Direct Construction cost ($): $0 0.0000%
Other Reimbursable Costs $70,000 $0 $70,000 Total Direct Construction Costs ($): $71,661,701
Hazardous Materials $50,000 $0 $50,000 Excluded (%) Scope Excluded costs
Geotechnical & Geo-Environmental $100,000 $0 $100,000 OPM Basic Services $3,337,619 0.0000% 0
Site Survey $0 $0 $0 Designer Basic Services $9,525,583 0.0000% 0
Wetlands $0 $0 $0
Traffic Studies $0 $0 $0 Total Scope Excluded OPM Fees ($): $5,006 Enter in Cell C13
Architectural/Engineering Subtotal $8,880,583 $14,288 $8,866,295 $4,406,549 Total Scope Excluded Designer Fees ($): $14,288 Enter in Cell C28
CM at Risk Preconstruction Services
Pre-Construction Services $150,000 $0 $150,000 $74,550 Ineligible Fees associated with OPM (3.5%) & Designer (10%) Cap
Site Acquisition 0 Construction Budget $95,255,831
Land / Building Purchase $0 $0 $0 OPM Value @
Appraisal Fees $0 $0 $0 OPM Services Ineligible Costs Eligible Costs 3.50% Value > 3.5%
Recording fees $0 $0 $0 Basic Services $3,337,619 $5,006 $3,332,613 $3,333,954 -$1,341


Site Acquisition Subtotal $0 $0 $0 $0 Extra Services $25,000 $0 $25,000 If >0 enter into Cell C15
Construction Costs Designer Value @
SUBSTRUCTURE Designer Services 10.00% Value > 10%
Foundations $3,689,264 Basic Services $9,525,583 $14,288 $9,511,295 $9,525,583 -$14,288
Basement Construction $0 Extra Services $305,000 $0 $305,000 If >0 enter into Cell C30
SHELL
Super Structure $8,548,132 Mark Up Ratio
Exterior Closure $0 Construction Budget $95,255,831 1.329243231 =Mark Up Ratio
Exterior Walls $6,317,620 Construction Trades Subtotal $71,661,701
Exterior Windows $2,206,213
Exterior Doors $143,315 Ineligible Site Cost Calcs Funding Limit Potentially Eligible Marked Up
Roofing $2,077,420 Direct Building Cost $60,947,652 8.00% $4,875,812
INTERIORS
Interior Construction $7,358,607 Total Direct Site Costs $8,213,150 Markup Ratio
Staircases $447,681 Scope Excluded Costs $0 1.329243231 $0
Interior Finishes $5,419,324 Potentially Eligible Site Cost -$4,875,812
SERVICES Site Costs Beyond Funding Limit $3,337,338 1.329243231 $4,436,134
Conveying Systems $338,107 If "Site Cost Beyond Funding Limit" is 0 or less then enter 0 in Cell C87
Plumbing $2,937,131 If "Site Cost Beyond Funding Limit" is greater than 0 then enter amount in Cell C87
HVAC $11,798,387
Fire Protection $1,070,559 Ineligible Building Area Ineligible nsf Inel' Aud/PE gsf Other Ineligible gsf Est'd District Cost
Electrical $6,196,257 Core Academic 0 $0
EQUIPMENT & FURNISHINGS SPED 0 $0
Equipment $604,340 Art & Music 0 $0
Furnishings $1,795,295 Voc & Tech 0 $0
SPECIAL CONSTRUCTION & DEMOLITION Chapter  74 CTE 0 $0
Special Construction $0 Health & PE 170 255 $138,993
Existing Building Demolition $813,699 $338,268 Media Center 0 $0
In-Building Hazardous Material Abatement $1,285,200 $601,100 Aud/Drama 0 $0
Asbestos Containing Floor Material Abatement $402,000 $402,000 Dining & Food 0 $0
Other Hazardous Material Abatement $0 $0 Medical 0 $0


-If Eligible minus Reimbursable is positive enter value into Soft Costs that 
exceed 20% of Construction Cost below in the Ineligible column.
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A B C D E F G H I J K
BUILDING SITEWORK Admin & Guide 3,015 4,523 $2,465,352
Site Preparation $1,935,816 $0 Custodial & Maint. 0 $0
Site Improvements $4,541,548 $0 Other 0 $0
Site Civil / Mechanical Utilities $1,453,117 $0 Total 255 4,523
Site Electrical Utilities $282,669 $0 Grossing Factor 1.50
Other Site Construction $0 $0
Site Cost over Allowance $3,337,338 Construction Costs and Funding Cap Ineligible Cost Breakdown
Construction Trades Subtotal $71,661,701 $4,678,706 Total Building Area 174,759 Scope Excluded Site Work: 0
Contingencies (Design and Pricing) $7,204,879 $470,398 Ineligible Excess Auditorium & PE Space -255 Site Cost over Funding Limit: $4,436,134
D/B/B Sub-Contractor Bonds $1,020,661 $66,638 Other Ineligible Building Areas -4,523 Ineligible Demo & Abatement: $1,783,004
D/B/B Insurance $0 $0 Eligible Building GSF 169,981 Scope Excluded Aud/PE Area: $138,993
D/B/B General Conditions $7,766,116 $507,040 Reimbursable Construction Cost Limit $333 Other Ineligible Building Areas: $2,465,352
D/B/B Overhead & Profit $0 $0 Eligible Building Costs $56,603,673 Construction Cost over Funding Cap: $28,287,376
GMP Insurance $1,143,140 $74,634
GMP Fee $2,030,055 $132,540 Demolition and Abatement Costs Total Construction Cost ($/sf) $545.07
GMP Contingency $2,030,054 $132,540 Total Direct Costs $2,500,899 Reimbursable Construction Cost ($/sf) $342.07
Escalation to Mid-Point of Construction $2,399,225 $156,643 Ineligible Direct Costs $1,341,368


Direct Eligible Costs $1,159,531
Construction Cost over Funding Cap $30,891,721 Mark Up Ratio 1.329243231


Construction Budget $95,255,831 $37,110,859 $58,144,972 $28,898,051 Marked Up Eligible Costs $1,541,299
Alternates
Ineligible Work Included in the Base Project $0 $0 $0 Eligible Building Costs $56,603,673
Alternates Included in the Total Project Budget $0 $0 $0 Eligible Demolition & Abatement Costs $1,541,299
Alternates Excluded from the Total Project Budget $0 $0 Basis of Construction Costs $58,144,972
Subtotal to be Included in Total Project Budget $0 $0 $0 $0 Construction Budget $95,255,831
Miscellaneous Project Costs Basis of Construction Costs -$58,144,972
Utility Company Fees $100,000 $0 $100,000 Ineligible Construction Costs $37,110,859
Testing Services $125,000 $0 $125,000 Construction Cost over Funding Cap Calculation $0
Swing Space / Modulars $1,000,000 $1,000,000 $0 If > 0 enter value into Cell C99.
Other Project Costs (Mailing & Moving) $65,000 $65,000 $0
Misc. Project Costs Subtotal $1,290,000 $1,065,000 $225,000 $111,825 FFE Reimbursement Eligible Enroll: 990 Enter Eligible Enrollment if Different
Furnishings and Equipment Funding Limits Enrollment Reimbursable Amount Est'd Budget Ineligible*
Furniture, Fixtures, and Equipment $1,680,000 $492,000 $1,188,000 $1,200 /student 990 $1,188,000 $1,680,000 $492,000
Technology $1,680,000 $492,000 $1,188,000 $1,200 /student 990 $1,188,000 $1,680,000 $492,000


FF&E Subtotal $3,360,000 $984,000 $2,376,000 $1,180,872 * If Ineligible is greater than $0 enter amount in Cells C113 & C114 as applicable.
 Eligible Construction Contingency 1.00%


Soft Costs that exceed 20% of Construction Cost $0 $0


Project Budget $113,304,033 $39,229,153 $74,074,880 $36,815,215 Incentive Points
1.75 (0-2) Maintenance


Board Authorization 45.95 Reimbursement Rate Before Incentive Points 0.00 (0-1) CM @ Risk If invited to EP after Jan 1, 2017 Not Applicable


Design Enrollment 990 3.75 Total Incentive Points3
0.00 (0-6) Newly Formed Regional School District


Total Building Gross Floor Area (GSF) 174,759 49.70% MSBA Reimbursement Rate 0.00 (0-5) Major Reconstruction or Reno/Reuse type in rounded to 2 decimal places


Total Project Budget (excluding Contingencies) $113,304,033 0.00 0 gsf  Renovated or Existing to Remain


Scope Items Excluded or Otherwise Ineligible $39,229,153 174,759 gsf  Total at Conclusion of Project


Third Party Funding (Ineligible) $0 0.00 (0-1) Overly Zoning 40R and 40S


Estimated Basis of Maximum Total Facilities Grant1 $74,074,880 0.00 (0-0.5) Overlay Zoning 100 units or 50% of units 1,2, or 3 family structures


Reimbursement Rate3 49.70% 2.00 (0-2) Energy Efficiency - "Green Schools"


Est. Max. Total Facilities Grant (before recovery)1 $36,815,215 (5) Model Schools No longer Available


Cost Recovery 4 $86,391 3.75 Total Incentive Points
Estimated Maximum Total Facilities Grant1 $36,728,824


Cost Recovery for Prior Projects and Commissioning Cost of Ineligible Building Area


Construction Contingency2 $2,381,396 Prior Project Costs: $82,664 Building GSF: 174759


Ineligible Construction Contingency2 $1,428,838 Cx Cost Recovery: $3,727 Cx Fee per GSF: $0.78


"Potentially Eligible" Construction Contingency2 $952,558 Total Cost Recovery: $86,391 Ineligible GSF: 4,778


Owner's Contingency2 $1,643,090 Cx Cost Recovery: $3,727


Ineligible Owner's Contingency2 $0 Prior Project Total Grant: $206,660 GSF of Facility Fee per GSF


"Potentially Eligible" Owner's Contingency2 $1,643,090 Proposed School Opens 9/6/2022 10 $1.30


Total Potentially Eligible Contingency2 $2,595,648 Substantial Completion 8/25/2010 50,000 $1.31


Reimbursement Rate3 49.70% Beneficial use (yrs): 12.00 55,000 $1.27


Potential Additional Contingency Grant Funds2 $1,290,037 Unused Years 8.00 60,000 $1.23


Maximum Total Facilities Grant $38,018,861 Unused Years as (%) of 20: 40.00% 65,000 $1.19


Total Project Budget $117,328,519 Cost Recovery: $82,664 70,000 $1.16


75,000 $1.12


80,000 $1.08
85,000 $1.04
90,000 $1.01
95,000 $0.97


100,000 $0.93
105,000 $0.89
110,000 $0.86
115,000 $0.82
120,000 $0.78


NOTES
This document was prepared by the MSBA based on a preliminary review of information and estimates provided 
by the Acton-Boxborough Regional School District for the C.T. Douglas Elementary School project.  Based on this 
preliminary review, certain budget, cost and scope items have been determined to be ineligible for 
reimbursement, however, this document does not contain a final, exhaustive list of all budget, cost and scope 
items which may be ineligible for reimbursement by the MSBA.  Nor is it intended to be a final determination of 
which budget, cost and scope items may be eligible for reimbursement by the MSBA.  All project budget, cost and 
scope items shall be subject to review and audit by the Authority, and the Authority shall determine, in its sole 
discretion whether any such budget, cost and scope items are eligible for reimbursement.  The MSBA may 
determine that certain additional budget, cost and scope items are ineligible for reimbursement.


1 - The Estimated Basis of Total Facilities Grant and Estimated Maximum Facilities Grant amounts do not include 
any potentially eligible contingency funds and are subject to review and audit by the MSBA.


2 - Pursuant to Section 3.20 of the Project Funding Agreement and the applicable policies and guidelines of the 
Authority, any project costs associated with the reallocation or transfer of funds from either the Owner's 
contingency or the Construction contingency to other budget line items shall be subject to review by the Authority 
to determine whether any such costs are eligible for reimbursement by the Authority.  All costs are subject to 
review and audit by the MSBA. 


3 - The MSBA has provisionally included two (2) incentive points for energy efficiency, subject to the District 
meeting certain sustainability requirements for the project.  If the District does not meet the requirements for the 
energy efficiency, the District will not qualify for these incentive points and the MSBA will adjust the 
reimbursement rate accordingly. 


4. The proposed demolition of the C.T. Douglas School will result in the MSBA recovering a portion of state funds 
previously paid to the District for the 2010 Green Repair roof replacement project at the existing facility completed 
in 2010. The MSBA has calculated this recovery of funds to be $82,664 and this amount has been deducted from 
the Estimated Maximum Total Facilities Grant and the Maximum Total Facilities Grant.


By signing this Total Project Budget, I 
hereby certify that I have read and 
understand the form and further certify, to 
the best of my knowledge and belief, that 
the information supplied by the District in 
the table above is true, accurate, and 
complete.


________________________________


By: 
Title: Chair of School Building Committee


Date:  __________________


By signing this Total Project Budget, I 
hereby certify that I have read and 
understand the form and further certify, to 
the best of my knowledge and belief, that 
the information supplied by the District in 
the table above is true, accurate, and 
complete.


________________________________


By: 
Title: Chief Executive Officer


Date:  __________________


By signing this Total Project Budget, I 
hereby certify that I have read and 
understand the form and further certify, to 
the best of my knowledge and belief, that 
the information supplied by the District in 
the table above is true, accurate, and 
complete.


________________________________


By: 
Title: Superintendent of Schools


Date:  __________________


By signing this Total Project Budget, I 
hereby certify that I have read and 
understand the form and further certify, to 
the best of my knowledge and belief, that 
the information supplied by the District in 
the table above is true, accurate, and 
complete.


________________________________


By: 
Title: Chair of the School Committee


Date:  __________________







Acton-Boxborough Regional School Committee 


Acton-Boxborough Regional School District 
15 Charter Road 
Acton, MA  01720 


 


 


TO: Members of the Acton-Boxborough Regional School Committee 


FROM: Tessa McKinley, Chairperson 


DATE: October 15, 2019 


RE: Recommendation from the ABRSC of the Proposed Building Project  


 


Below is a draft statement of support of the Building Project that I would like us to 
review and vote on at our meeting on October 17, 2019. 


  


DRAFT Summary 


The Acton-Boxborough Regional School Committee recognizes the need for this project 
and supports the work that the School Building Committee has done to date and the 
partnership with MSBA. This project will allow over 1,000 students to move to an 
appropriate facility that will meet their educational needs well into the future. The 
Douglas and Gates elementary schools were built in 1965 and 1968, respectively. In the 
intervening 50 years our population has grown and education and building codes have 
changed. These schools were originally built for 270 to 300 students but currently enroll 
over 400 students each. The new building would allow us to address space concerns, 
accessibility, efficiency and environmental quality. The Carol Huebner Early Childhood 
Program, is housed partially in the administration building on Charter Road. This 
building was built over 60 years ago in 1957 and, like Douglas and Gates, lacks 
adequate accessibility and appropriate educational and outdoor play spaces. We 
recognize that a single building, likely operational by 2022, consolidating these three 
separate educational programs, has the added benefit of increasing operational 
efficiency with shared common spaces. The new building will be fully handicapped 
accessible and ADA compliant and prioritizes energy efficiency and renewable energy 
sources. We believe this project will benefit Acton and Boxborough by allowing students 
to be educated in a school that will meet their educational needs well into the future.  


 























 
        Douglas/Gates/Preschool Building Project	


	


  


 


 


 


 


Why and where are we building a new twin school? 


The new building is being designed to accommodate three school programs: Douglas, 
Gates and the Carol Huebner Early Childhood Program (CHECP). By combining these 
programs into a single building we will have a solution for the two elementary schools and 
CHECP in 3 years rather than 10–15 years. 


 
The proposed new Douglas/Gates/CHECP building is a product of years of planning and 
community input. It’s designed for 990 elementary and 120 preschool students. 
 


The new building will allow educators to deliver 21st century instruction in a safe and 
welcoming environment. 
 


Will be located in West Acton on the current Gates property. 
	







         
Douglas/Gates/Preschool Building Project	


		


	


Our web site: https://www.abschools.org/district/superintendent_s_office/school_capital__space_planning 
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What are the current cost estimates? 


Current MAXIMUM Estimated Cost: $117.3M 


Minus Feasibility Study (already paid): $1.3M       
$116M 


Estimated MSBA reimbursement: $38.0M 


Estimated AB Share: $78.0M 


Estimated Acton Share: $66.3M (Estimated Single 
Family Home Property Tax Impact: $452 - $509/yr.)  


Estimated Boxborough Share: $11.7M (Estimated 
Single Family Home Property Tax Impact: $314 - 
$354/yr.) 


Upcoming events: 


Monday, November 4th – Tour of Douglas at 6:30pm 
followed by forum at 7:00pm  


Thursday, November 14th – Forum at 7:00pm in 
Boxborough Grange Hall (Town Hall meeting room) 


Monday, December 2nd – Tour of Douglas at 6:30pm 
followed by forum at 7:00pm  


Tuesday, December 10th – Special Town Meetings 
in Acton and Boxborough at 7:00 pm 


What are some of the highlights of the new school? 


Updated STEAM Labs 


Expanded Media/Library Center 


More Indoor Gymnasium Space 


Additional Play Spaces 


Separate Identities for Douglas, Gates and CHECP 


Design considered cost-effectiveness, education design, 
and construction timeline 
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ACTON LEADERSHIP GROUP 
 


Meeting Minutes 
JULY 31, 2019 


6:30 PM 
ROOM 204, ACTON TOWN HALL, 472 MAIN STREET 


 
Present: Bart Wendell, Joan Gardner, Jon Benson, Paul Murphy, Diane Baum, Christi Andersen, 
Roland Bourdon, John Mangiaratti, Peter Light, Steve Barrett, Marie Altieri 
Absent: None. 
 
1. Opening 
 
Facilitator Bart Wendell opened the meeting at 6:30 p.m. 
 
2. Regular Business 
 


1. Approval of Meeting Minutes – The meeting minutes from the ALG’s June 20, 2019 
meeting were reviewed and accepted. 


 
3. New/Special Business  


 
2. FY19 Close 


 
Superintendent Peter Light reported that the school district expects that they received about 
$772,000 more in revenue and spent about $450,000 less than anticipated, so overall a positive 
result of about $1.25 million.  They anticipate that the Excess and Deficiency fund (E&D) will 
be just under 4.2% or $3.8 million. 
 
Town Manager John Mangiaratti reported that the town had prioritized stabilizing reserves this 
year, and had worked toward a turnback of 2%.  The actual turnback achieved was $927,000, 
representing a 2.74% turnback.  Some of the positive revenue was related to Insulet, but a mild 
winter, excellent tax collections, and motor vehicle revenue higher than projected all contributed. 
 
Paul Murphy thanked the Board of Selectmen for approving the transfer to the Stabilization 
Fund.  
 


3. FY20 Update 
 
Mangiaratti reported that the town has just finished first month of fiscal year, and will send out 
tax bills tomorrow.  He also reported that the town paid some big bills today to take advantage of 
some prepayment incentives, including retirement and OPEB.  Some vacancies in FY19 which 
are now filled, including a new operations superintendent, new recreation director, and new 
government affairs person.   
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Light reported that the state budget is complete, and the district’s Chapter 70 (education funding) 
is about where it was projected.  There are not yet final numbers for transportation aid, as the 
district needs to submit final costs for FY19 first.  They are expecting that the transportation 
reimbursement will be more than what is in the budget.  After the first month, the budget for 
FY20 is on target. 
 


4. Review of Multi-Year Financial Model 
 
Steve Barrett said that the multi-year financial model has been updated with the budgets as 
approved for FY20, and the projections from last spring for the other years.  The model assumes 
taxing to the full extent of Proposition 2-1/2. He noted there had been some favorable local 
receipt activity in FY19, but he doesn’t think this will recur.  The reserves page estimates 
Municipal free cash replenishment for FY19 at $2.1m, but this will be updated after the town 
receives certification.  The town expects to submit the certification work after Labor Day. 
 
Marie Altieri noted that schools and town are exceeding the turnback projection.  She also raised 
the question about whether the front page should include information about both operating 
budgets and excluded debt, and pointed to the separate percentage increases that are noted with 
each.  Barrett commented that excluded debt makes no difference to the bottom line. There is 
discussion, with some agreeing that the percentages are confusing, and Fincom members 
asserting that they would like to see the excluded debt, and the percentage increases, on the front 
page. 
 
Bart Wendell suggests that since there is not agreement, the group leave it as is for now, and 
revisit at a future meeting. 
 
Roland Bourdon noted that the reserves page still shows NESWC and asks that the item be 
removed. 
 


5. School Building Update 
 
Light said that things are progressing on schedule.  The school district received approval in late 
June to move ahead with the schematic design. The School Building Committee is working on 
final cost estimates and reconciling the two independent cost estimates.  These will be reviewed 
at the next School Building Committee on August 14.  The final package will be submitted to the 
Massachusetts School Building Authority on September 11 and they will review at their Board 
meeting on October 28.  At that time the school district will receive the final reimbursement 
percentage.  Currently they estimate it will be 49.3 percent, but some items not eligible for 
reimbursement will be removed.  The final approval will go to both towns with actual numbers. 
 
Light also noted the other major development is the decision to go with at Construction Manager 
at Risk process vs. as-built; the school district can hire a project manager.  This process 
guarantees a maximum build process which transfers over to the contractor, not the district.    
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School District Finance Director Dave Verdolino is heading up the work to develop strategies 
about financing the building project.   
 


6. Discuss December Special Town Meeting and Special Town Election 
 
Mangiaratti reported that the Board of Selectmen have called for a Special Town Meeting on 
December 10, and closed the warrant this week.  They will finalize the warrant as things get 
closer.  The town is planning to bring forward something on a North Acton Fire Station, if the 
Board decides to do that, and there may be something on sewers.  Mangiaratti is drafting dates 
for public outreach between now and December, including the schools as well. 
 
Altieri asked whether Minuteman will be on the ballot for debt exclusion, and Mangiaratti 
replied that no decision has been made yet.  He said the discussion begins tonight with a 
presentation from Minuteman School Committee Representative Pam Nourse. 
 


7. Minuteman Update 
 
Nourse provided an update.  There is a temporary certificate of occupancy for the new building 
right now, and administration will move in next Monday.  The permanent certificate of 
occupancy will be available on August 25, and the building will open to students on September 
3, with an official ribbon cutting scheduled for October 4.  to give update and Steve B will jump 
in with finances.  Temporary certificate of occupancy right now; admin moving in on Monday.  
Furniture is there (piled up) but ready to go.  Permanent COO on August 25; open to students on 
September 3; ribbon cutting for October 4. 
 
Enrollment for the coming year is up 116 students; projected enrollment for September is 630, 
which matches the capacity so the school is full.  Acton has 32 students, including 13 new 
students.  Last year there were 101 in-district students of 122 total freshmen; this year it’s 154 
with 46 out-of-district students in the freshmen class.   
 
Several members had questions.  Diane Baum asked about whether there would be tours of the 
building, and whether they recognized savings using the Construction Manager at Risk approach.  
Paul Murphy asked whether Minuteman is offering the same type of program as previously; 
Nourse indicated there are two new offerings, warehouse management and a new media 
program.  Jon Benson asked about the source of enrollment growth; Nourse said it is partially the 
new building and partially the outreach from existing parent liaisons. 
 
Barrett presented estimates of the debt service costs for Acton, which he had collected from 
Minuteman Assistant Superintendent of Finance, Kevin Mahoney.  Total borrowing for the 
district is $3.1 million in FY20, $3.174 in FY21, and $4.375 in FY22.  Average interest cost is 
3.25 percent; three borrowings, with one more still to do. For FY20, Acton’s estimated cost for 
debt is $348,688; for FY21, $356,049; and for FY22, $490,785. 
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Barrett added that the ALG plan presupposes this will be a debt exclusion in FY21.  If Acton 
chooses not to do that, then in the ALG plan, the revenue from the debt exclusion goes away and 
the expense goes up.  Barrett suggested the group should invite Mahoney in to meet with ALG at 
some point. 
 
Nourse added that the Minuteman School Committee is working on proposals to repurpose the 
campus where the current building is located.  The existing building will be coming down, but 
they are looking at ways to repurpose the location to benefit students and/or be a source of 
revenue. 
 


8. North Acton Fire Station Update 
 
Mangiaratti provided a brief update on the North Acton Fire Station.  The Board of Selectmen 
received a presentation two weeks ago, and public forum was held last night for additional input. 
They are working on design, in schematic phase right now.  The architects’ cost estimator and 
another cost estimator are working to come up with definitive set of costs by end of month.  
There is good support from the community, including at the forum last night.  The job is to build 
for the next 50 years of fire service. 
 
Christi Andersen asked what is the current estimated cost; Managiaratti responded that last 
year’s estimate was based on $9-10 million, so working on the cost estimate now.  Murphy asked 
whether response time will be part of the presentation, and Mangiaratti replied in the affirmative.   
 


9. Discuss Future Meeting Schedule 
 
Mangiaratti distributed a draft calendar that included meetings of BOS, School Committee, 
Finance Committee and potential public forums.  The group discussed schedules and agreed on 
the following schedule for Acton Leadership Group meetings: 
  


Thursday, August 29, 7:30 a.m. 
Thursday, September 19, 7:30 a.m. 
Thursday, October 10, 7:30 a.m. 
Wednesday, October 30, 6:30 p.m. 
Thursday, November 14 7:30 a.m. 
Tuesday, December 3, 6:30 p.m. 


 
Altieri is concerned about the Pre-TM Forum scheduled for Tuesday before Thanksgiving.  She 
also asked whether the three boards want to consider a tri-board meeting to discuss in more detail 
the proposals going to STM.  Light and Mangiaratti will work on finding a date.  After much 
discussion, tentative try for Tuesday, November 12 in evening. 
 
Andersen requested that everyone remember to allow time for Finance Committee to make 
recommendations before its currently scheduled November 12 meeting.  Warrant is posted on 
Nov 26. 
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10. Public Comment 


 
None. 
 


11. Adjournment 
 
At 7:55 p.m., it was moved and seconded to adjourn the meeting. 
The motion was approved unanimously. 
 
 
 
Documents and Exhibits Used During this Meeting: 
 


• Meeting agenda; 
• Meeting minutes of June 20, 2019; 
• Town of Acton Multi-Year Financial Model, dated July 31, 2019; 
• Memo from Stephen Barrett to BOS/Town Manager on FY2019 Results of 


Operations, dated July 31, 2019; 
• Final Cherry Sheets for FY2020 for Town of Acton and Acton-Boxborough Regional 


Schools; 
• Handout from Minuteman Schools of Acton share of Operating Assessment and Debt 


Assessment; and 
• DRAFT Schedule for Upcoming Special and Annual Town Meetings and Elections 
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Finance Committee FY21 
Point of View


Finance Committee FY21 
Point of View


October 2019October 2019


1


• Our Town


• Coming Projects


• Concerns/Recommendations


2
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Our Town: EconomicallyOur Town: Economically


Acton
Middlesex 


County
Massachusetts 


Median Family Income1 $157,917 $117,048 $94,110


Median Home Value2 $569,700 $545,400 $407,900


Unemployment Rate3 1.9% 2.1% 3.0%


3


Our Town: FinanciallyOur Town: Financially


• 99% tax collection rate


• AAA rated by Moody’s and Standard & Poor


• Reserves at $5.75M


4
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Our Town: Tax BurdenOur Town: Tax Burden


• Acton families’ tax burden is holding steady


– 5.73% of average family income in 2010


– 5.78% of average family income in 2017


Equation: average family tax bill ÷ average family income


See Appendix A for supporting data. 5


Our Town: Tax Burden
A Neighboring Community Comparison


Our Town: Tax Burden
A Neighboring Community Comparison


6
Average Single Family Tax Bill as Percentage of Income
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Our Town: DemographicallyOur Town: Demographically


7


74.1%


25.9%


5884


2057


Our Town: Spending Our Town: Spending 


8


Town Budget $35,862,000


School Budget $61,235,000
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Our Town: Current Debt ServiceOur Town: Current Debt Service


9


• Our Town


• Coming Projects


• Concerns/Recommendations


10
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Potential Coming Projects:             
Douglas/Gates School


Potential Coming Projects:             
Douglas/Gates School


– (Boxborough Responsibility 15% or $11.8M)


11


• Total Cost $117.8M


• MSBA Funding @ 33% $(38)M


• Feasibility Funds Applied $(1.3)M


• Acton Responsibility 85% $66.7M


Potential Coming Projects:              
Fire Station


Potential Coming Projects:              
Fire Station


• North Acton Fire 
Station


• Bonding Request 
~$10M


12
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Potential Debt Exclusions:          
Minuteman


Potential Debt Exclusions:          
Minuteman


• Minuteman Regional Vocational Technical School
• ~$10.5 million


– Annual payments will need to be addressed, if not by debt 
exclusion


13


Potential Coming Projects:            
Sewer


Potential Coming Projects:            
Sewer


West Acton Sewer Expansion


14
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Ways to PayWays to Pay


• Prop 2 ½


• Debt Exclusion (planned)
– Temporary Tax Increase
– Finances a Specific Project


• Override (not recommended)
– Permanent Tax Increase
– Can Be Used for Operating Budget
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Coming Projects: Effect on Debt Service
potential


Coming Projects: Effect on Debt Service
potential
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• Our Town


• Coming Projects


• Concerns/Recommendations


17


Concerns: CompensationConcerns: Compensation


• Compensation is our largest budgetary item


– 71% of next year’s town budget will be salary & fringes 


– 80% of next year’s school budget will be salary & fringes


• Past four years of compensation growth ≥ 4%


• Middlesex Retirement assessment continues 


to increase


18
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Concern OPEBConcern OPEB


Other Post-Employment Benefits
Healthcare, Life Insurance, Deferred Compensation


• $16.1M owed by Town
– investing $600K per year
– liability decreased by $452k last year
– fully funded in 2032


• $43.8M owed by School District
– investing $900K per year
– liability increased by $1.8m last year
– fully funded in 2092
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Recommendations: OPEBRecommendations: OPEB


• Town: Continue funding at current levels
– Acton’s funding is a strength, compared to other towns


• School District: Increase current funding by $100k 
per year
– $1.6M yearly investment required to fully address Service 


Cost within a timely manner


20
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Concerns: Future Capital ProjectsConcerns: Future Capital Projects


• 1-5 Years
– Douglas/Gates


• New Capital Improvement Plan (if override fails)


– North Acton Fire Station


– West Acton Sewer Expansion (ongoing)


– Updates to Existing Fire Stations


– Water Treatment Plant Repairs/Upgrades


• 5 - 30 Years
– Conant
– DPW Building
– ABRSD Admin Building


21


Recommendations: Future Capital 
Projects


Recommendations: Future Capital 
Projects


• Bring in outside funding where possible


• Fund ongoing maintenance within Operating 
Budget


• Prioritize future capital needs before they become 
critical 
– School Committee has, and Select Board needs to, develop a 


specific, ranked list of the most pressing capital issues


• Present a Capital Improvement Scorecard at 
Annual Town Meeting
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Concerns/Recommendations: 
Economic Outlook


Concerns/Recommendations: 
Economic Outlook


• Recession
– Some indicators suggest a recession is possible in the next 


few years


• Be vigilant


• Watch Reserve dollars


• Limit budget growth
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Concerns: ReservesConcerns: Reserves


• Stop depending on Reserves to fund Operating Budget
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Recommendations: Reserve PolicyRecommendations: Reserve Policy


• Minimize use of Reserves and E&D


• Only use Reserves and E&D for one-time items


– Unforeseen capital needs


– Emergencies
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Concerns: Land PurchasesConcerns: Land Purchases


• 19-21 Maple Street
– Acquired 7/1/2019 for $1.1M


• 53 River Street 
– Acquired 1/20/2017 for $875k


– Missed tax revenue to date $23,249.23


• 348-364 Main Street
– Acquired 1/29/2016 for $1.8M ($567k over appraisal value)


– Missed tax revenue to date $72,061.04


26
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Concerns/Recommendation: Land 
Purchases


Concerns/Recommendation: Land 
Purchases


Make no future land purchases without clearly 
identifying the Town’s purpose for owning the 
property.


– 19-21 Maple street


• Parking fees pay for purchase


– 53 River Street


• Ongoing risk to town


– 348-364 Main Street
• Learn from our mistakes. 
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Concerns/Recommendations: Kmart 
Transition


Concerns/Recommendations: Kmart 
Transition
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• Kmart parcel currently for sale


• Long term redevelopment may impact 
– traffic
– schools
– commerce
– residential/commercial tax base ratio
– quality of life
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TakeawaysTakeaways


• Special Town Meeting scheduled for 12.10.19 


• Tax bills expected to increase by ~$500-550 per 
average single family per year from debt 
exclusions alone


• Operating budgets should aim for increases below 
2 ½% and not to exceed 3% 
– Without a change in spending, operating overrides may 


become necessary as well


• Save for a rainy day


29


Appendix AAppendix A
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Appendix A cont.Appendix A cont.
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Appendix B: 
Potential Indicators of Coming Recession


Appendix B: 
Potential Indicators of Coming Recession


• Prolonged Economic Expansion
• Inverted Yield Curve
• Consumer Sentiment 
• Recession Probability Index
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CASE Collaborative  


Family Community News & Resource Pages  
 
 


 CASE Collaborative Informational Groups 


 
Dear Families/Guardians, 


 


Happy October! The leaves are turning and I hope you are getting a chance to get outdoors to enjoy the 


beautiful colors of the season.  In the recreation section of the newsletter, I referenced an upcoming 


adaptive hike coordinated by the Universal Access Program and the Department of Recreation and 


Conservation. This ‘haunted hike’ will take place at Maudslay State Park in Newburyport, MA on October 


19, 2109. This could be a great opportunity to get outdoors with your loved one. Adaptive equipment 


provided!  Check it out! 


 


Thank you all for your input! The classroom teachers have forwarded us your feedback on suggestions 


for topics of discussion and guest speakers for our Speaker Series.  We have also reached out to CASE 


staff for recommendations.  We hope to have our schedule confirmed shortly. We will follow up with 


more information as soon as it is available. 


 


Lastly, Below is a flyer I came across today about an initiative sponsored by the  Parenting  


Special Needs Magazine… “ to educate our communities about different abilities and disabilities. You  


can start becoming a friend, sharing this poster, a personal story, sharing information about a disability, 


or read a children’s book about difference to your child or a class. Remember acceptance begins with a 


smile!  :)”  I thought I would share! 


 


Fondly, 


Sue Campbell & Shelley Green  


scampbell@casecollaborative.org 


sgreen@casecollaborative.org 
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 Community Workshops and Conferences 


 


 
 
Raising Resilient Children and Teens with Robert Brooks PhD 
When: October 16, 2019 | Wed 6:30pm 
Where: Groton Dunstable Regional Middle School, 344 Main Street, Groton, MA  
Listen to author and Harvard Medical School faculty member Robert Brooks as he discusses resilience for families and 
teens in this ever changing, complicated world. Learn how to improve self-esteem, self-discipline and responsibility to 
help kids deal more effectively with the world. Offered by the Groton Dunstable SEPAC and open to all. RSVP at 
www.gdsepac2@gmail.com 
 
 
 


 
 
 



http://www.gdsepac2@gmail.com





 


 


 
 


 
Learning Disorders: Dyslexia, Nonverbal LD, ADHD, Executive Functioning 
When: October 23, 2019 | Wed 7:00pm – 9:00pm 
Where: Sudbury Council On Aging, 40 Fairbank Road, Sudbury, MA 
The field of learning disorders is plagued by confusing and overlapping terms. What is the difference between specific 
learning disorder and Dyslexia? Between executive functioning disorder and ADHD? What do we know about treatment 
of reading and writing disabilities? This presentation looks at the terms, the assessment strategies, and some of what 
we know about treatment for LD.  Dr. Joseph Moldover is a clinical psychologist and developmental neuropsychologist. 
He is board certified in clinical neuropsychology through the American Academy of Professional Psychology and is past-
president of the Massachusetts Neuropsychological Society (MNS). His independent practice is located in Wellesley, 
MA. To register visit https://www.eventbrite.com/e/learning-disorders-dyslexia-nonverbal-ld-adhd-executive-
functioning-tickets-74377088875 


 
 


 


 
 
The Insurer said “No” - What Happens Now? Insurance Denials and Appeals 
Guest Presenter: Wells G. Wilkinson, JD, Senior Staff Attorney, Health Law Advocates 
When: October 29, 2019 | Tu 10:00am – 11:30am   
Format: Webinar 
The webinar will give an overview, based on the presenter's extensive experience appealing denials of autism 
treatments. Topics to be covered include: 
* Insurance Denials 
* How to appeal 
* Common issues with autism claims 
* Resources for providers and families 
There will be time for Q&A. 
After sending in your email to register Angelica.Aguirre@umassmed.edu  you will receive a confirmation email by 
Monday, October 28th containing information about how to join the webinar. 
 
 


 


 
 


How to Organize Your Child’s IEP Binder 
Making an IEP binder is a great way to keep information organized and at the ready when you need it. An IEP binder 
can help you prepare for IEP meetings and stay up to date on your child’s progress. This powerful tool can also help you 
communicate and collaborate with teachers and your child’s IEP team.  Read full article here and down load your 
toolkit! https://www.understood.org/en/school-learning/special-services/ieps/how-to-organize-your-childs-iep-binder   
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How Cognitive Behavioral Therapy Can Help Kids and Adolescents on the Spectrum 
When: October 30, 2019 | Wed 10:00am – 11:30am   
Where: Online Webinar 
HOST: AANE Staff with Dr. Carol Singer Bricklin, COST: $25 
Cognitive Behavioral Therapy (CBT), a type of talk therapy, has been effective in helping those on the spectrum reframe 
negative patterns of thought to treat depression and anxiety. This webinar will provide an overview of cognitive 
behavioral therapy (CBT) that includes: the theory, the structure of the session, how to introduce the treatment model, 
and some CBT techniques. After presenting the overview of CBT, the focus will be on CBT’s benefits and challenges for 
children and adolescents on the autism spectrum, modifications for youth with ASD and case examples. Dr. Singer is a 
licensed psychologist currently in private practice in Newton, MA. She specializes in adapting Cognitive Behavioral 
Therapy for children and adolescents on the autism spectrum and for other related social challenges. Prior to receiving 
her doctorate in counseling psychology, she earned a master’s degree in special education, working as a special 
education teacher for many years. She currently serves on the Executive Advisory Committee and the Clinical Advisory 
Group at AANE. For registration visit 
https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07egmao3qc9e27fc26&oseq=&c=&ch= 
 
  


 
 
Work Well, Live Well: Workshop for Parents and Caregivers 
When: November 5th, 2019 | Tu 10:00am – 2:00pm   
Where: Thrive Support & Advocacy, 65 Boston Post Road West, Marlborough, Massachusetts 
It is important to take care of yourself while taking care of others. Embark on a journey of self-discovery and 
exploration of personal health and wellness. Learn how to maintain a well-balanced lifestyle for lifelong habits that will 
improve your emotional, physical, spiritual, and mental health. It's about enjoying yourself while promoting healthy 
resilience in a busy life. This FREE workshop is for parents and caregivers. Presented by: Sukie Bansal-Roberts, DDS 
Trainer, Central-West Region. To RSVP or for more information visit www.facebook.com/events/578992252640401/    
or contact Michael Diggins, mdiggins@icanthrive.org, 508-485-4227 x1004. 
 
 


 
 


Learn About the Department of Developmental Services (DDS) 
When: November 15, 2019 
Where: Brookline, MA 
The Brookline Special Education Parent Advisory Council will host representatives from Department of Developmental 
Services Greater Boston Area Office in Hyde Park. They will discuss with families about DDS Children’s Eligibility, the 
DDS Intake & Eligibility process, the role of the Children’s Coordinator. 
* The scope, limitations, and benefits of establishing DDS Child Eligibility will be reviewed. 
* Information on DDS Family Support services that DDS Eligible Children can potentially access will be provided. For 
more information visit www.brooklinesepac.org/   or contact info@brooklinesepac.org. *information obtained from 
www.spedchildmass.com 
 
 
 



https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07egmao3qc9e27fc26&oseq=&c=&ch

http://www.brooklinesepac.org/
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 Transition (ages 14-22) and Beyond 


 


 
 


“A Team To Carry On” Guardian Workshop 
When: October 17, 2019 
Where: Leominster, MA 
This workshop covers the considerations beyond the wills and trusts: the details of living. This workshop outlines how 
to build a team of legal, medical, social services and financial professionals, plus family and friends that will continue to 
care for your child or sibling when you can no longer be there for them. While no one can replace a parent, identifying 
a team to carry on is a critical part of planning for the future of an individual with special needs. The presenter is 
Alexandria Nadworny, Special Needs Financial Planner sibling to a young man with disabilities. Workshop is part of the  
The Parent Professional Advocacy Network (PPAL) has Transition Age Youth parent-support group for those wanting to 
support their young adult ages 14 – 26 with a variety of mental health challenges. For more information contact 
http://ppal.net/ or contact Ann or the PPAL office at aberube@ppal.net parentsupportgroup@ppal.net  508-767-9725 
*information obtained from www.spedchildmass.com 
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“Planning a Life: Preparing for College” Disability Transition Conference 
When: November 8, 2019 | Fri 8:30am – 4:00pm 
Where: Our Lady of Mount Carmel & Our Lady of Loreto Parish in Worcester, MA  
Transition planning information and resources for and about students in special education ages 14-22. This event is for 
families of students on IEPs that will graduate with a high school diploma with the vision of attending college. Topics 
include: 
*Disability Laws: 504 and ADA 
*Disability Disclosure and Self-Determination 
*Transition laws 
*Accommodations and assistive technology 
*Easter Seals—College Navigator Program 
*College exploration and disability services 
*Healthcare transition & Family involvement 
Registration Required, Fees Apply to 617-236-7210 or email nmader@fcsn.org visit the Planning a Life Conference Page 
 
 


 
 


Long Term Planning for Special Needs Students  
When: November 12, 2019 | Tu 6:30pm - 8:30pm  
Where: Natick High School Lecture Hall 13 East Central Street, Natick, MA 
The Natick High School Collaboration Council is pleased to announce that Natick Public Schools will be hosting a parent 
information night on the topic of long term planning for special needs students. Special needs attorney Annette Hines 
and financial planner Alexandria Nadworny will present on a variety of valuable topics, including: 
* Government Benefit Eligibility 
*Guardianship 
*Housing Options 
*ABLES Accounts & Special Needs Trusts 
Registration is not required. 
 


 
“Tools” - Autism Housing Pathways  
AHP has a variety of resources to help families locate services and supports, and to help service providers, property 
developers and managers to better support individuals with autism.  
Tools include but not limited to: 
*Turning 18 Checklist 
*Features to look for in a service provider 
*My Benefits Generator 
*Visual Supports 
*Hygiene and cleaning schedule, and how-to guide 
To learn more and download these toolkits visit  https://autismhousingpathways.org/services/materials/ 
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2019 Transition Conference: Charting the LifeCourse 
When: November 16, 2019 |Sat 8:00am – 4:00pm 
Where: Hogan Campus Center at College of the Holy Cross, 1 College Street, Worcester, MA 
This full day conference will feature the Charting the LifeCourse Frameworks and Tools from the Institute for Human 
Development at the University of Missouri at Kansas City. Co-founder and parent Jane St. John will lead us through the 
frameworks and tools to use in transition planning. The conference will also welcome families of teens and adults ages 
12-26. Registration is $75.00 per person. Fee includes continental breakfast, lunch buffet, and afternoon refreshments. 
Gluten free and vegetarian options will be available. Deadline for registration is Monday, November 4, 2019. 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
1. Schedule 
2. Workshops 
3. Keynote Presentation by Jane St. John 
4. Radio Show Interviews with Raquel Quezada 
5. Scholarship Opportunities 
6. Overnight Accommodations 
7. Sponsors and Partners 
For registration and for more information visit 
http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=bk8ljbdab&oeidk=a07egjz3gc475139f57 


 
 


  
 
The Arc of Massachusetts 2019 Transition Conference - Charting the LifeCourse during the Transition Years 
When: Sat  November 16, 2019 
Where: The College of the Holy Cross, Worcester, MA  
This full day conference will feature the Charting the LifeCourse Frameworks and Tools from the Institute for Human 
Development at the University of Missouri at Kansas City. Co-founder and parent Jane St. John will lead us through the 
frameworks and tools to use in transition planning. The conference will also welcome families of teens and adults ages 
12-26. All attendees will be able to select from 27 workshops to attend. These workshops are broken up into 3 sessions, 
with 9 options per session. Workshop Session A and Workshop Session B are 90 minute sessions, and Workshop 
Session C is a 60 minute session.  Scholarships are available. To register and learn more about workshops visit 
http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07egjz3gc475139f57&llr=bk8ljbdab 
 
 


 
Do You Know About These College Programs? 
Today, there are more programs than ever before for students with intellectual and physical disabilities. Learn how to 
find the right program for your child, along with rankings, admission requirements, and how to vet the college 
program. Get information you need or will need in this handy guide 
https://magazine.parentingspecialneeds.org/publication/?i=619161&ver=html5&p=28#{%22page%22:28,%22issue_id
%22:619161} 
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 Community Support, Advocacy, & Research Opportunities    


 


 
Autism Waiver Program Open Request Period Oct. 17-31 
The Autism Division of the Department of Developmental Services (DDS) runs an Autism Waiver Program that provides 
one-to-one interventions to help children with autism who exhibit severe behavior, social and communication 
problems through a service called Expanded Habilitation, Education (intensive in-home services and supports).  The 
waiver also provides related support services such as community integration activities and respite.  At the conclusion of 
three years of intensive services, a child may access supplemental services that meet the child’s needs and help with 
the transition out of the intensive Autism Waiver Program until the child’s 9th birthday.   
The Autism Division open request period runs from October 17 – October 31.  Please be sure to MAIL or EMAIL the 
application between October 17 and October 31.  They will discard submissions outside of this time frame.  If you 
submitted an application during the last open request application period in 2018, YOU MUST RESUBMIT AN 
APPLICATION FOR 2019 – Eligibility: the following requirements are necessary for participation in this program. 
*The child must have a confirmed diagnosis of an Autism Spectrum Disorder, subject to verification by DDS. 
*The child has not yet reached his/her 9th birthday.  Children birth through age 8 may participate 
*The child is a resident of Massachusetts. 
*The child meets the level of care required for services in an Intermediate Care Facility for persons with an Intellectual 
*Disability (ICF/ID) as assessed by DDS. 
*The family chooses to have the child receive services in the home and community. 
*The child must be able to be safely served in the community. 
*The child must have a legally responsible representative able to direct the services and supports of the Waiver. 
*The child must be founded by the MassHealth agency to be eligible for MassHealth Standard coverage, based on 
family income.  
For families who have not yet applied for MassHealth, this must be done at the time of the filing of the Waiver Program 
Eligibility Request Form.  Click on the following link for the Autism Waiver Application Form  Waiver Application Form 
 
 


 
 
“Intelligent Lives” Screening (Teens through Adult) 
When: October 28, 2019 |Mon 8:00pm   
Where: RJ Grey Junior High Auditorium, 16 Charter Road in Acton, MA 
We will be screening Dan Habib’s “Intelligent Lives.” “Intelligent Lives” challenges what it means to be intelligent and 
points to a future in which people of all abilities can fully participate in higher education, meaningful employment, and 
intimate relationships. Join us following the film for a talk by Melanie Perkins McLaughlin, M.Ed., “Intelligent Lives” 
consulting producer and award-winning documentary filmmaker. Pre-registration is required for this free event. Co-
sponsored by the Acton-Boxborough, Concord/Concord-Carlisle, Maynard, and Sudbury SEPACs with the Acton-
Boxborough Regional School District Student Services department. Register here 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/intelligent-lives-screening-tickets-73512189939?fbclid=IwAR3CGxBZHSMcazw-
4GIuNULwPUKtrIaAAwP74YjD6X7jcgl9IAIi1LRL7XY 
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https://www.eventbrite.com/e/intelligent-lives-screening-tickets-73512189939?fbclid=IwAR3CGxBZHSMcazw-4GIuNULwPUKtrIaAAwP74YjD6X7jcgl9IAIi1LRL7XY





 


 


 


 
 


Support Minute Man Arc through the Taste of Middlesex Food, Wine & Beer Expo 
When: November 12, 2019 | Tu 5:30pm – 8:00pm   
Where: Boxboro Regency Hotel, 242 Adams Place, Boxborough, MA   
Do you love sampling delicious local food? Wine and beer tastings? Then the Middlesex Food, Wine & Beer Expo is for 
you! Enjoy a fun night out while supporting individuals with disabilities when you purchase Expo tickets through this 
email.  Minute Man Arc will receive $10 for every ticket sold using promo code TASTEMMA Buy tickets here 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2019-taste-of-middlesex-food-wine-and-beer-expo-tickets-
59846946829?utm_source=Taste+of+Middlesex+tickets&utm_campaign=Taste+of+Middlesex+tickets&utm_medium=e
mail 
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Sensory Friendly Shopping Event 
When: November 23, 2019 |Sat 8:00am   
Where: Barnes and Noble, 1 Worcester Rd, Framingham, MA 
Our store will be opening early, for a special quiet shopping hour for families. Ask how a percentage of your purchase 
on this day can benefit the Autism Alliance! 


 


 
Gobble Wobble for SMILE Mass 2019 
When: Nov 23, 2019 
Where: Sudbury, MA 
Join SMILE Mass for our 8th annual Gobble Wobble for SMILE Mass. The race will feature a 5K, 10K, 1.4 mile walk and 
kids fun run. Races begin at 10:00am. For more information and registration visit 
https://racewire.com/register.php?id=10825  
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About ABLE Accounts 
Living with a disability is often associated with significant amounts of extra costs. That’s why individuals and families 
can now contribute to ABLE accounts — tax-advantaged savings accounts that can fund disability expenses.  ABLE 
Accounts, which are tax-advantaged savings accounts for individuals with disabilities and their families, were created as 
a result of the passage of the Stephen Beck Jr. Achieving a Better Life Experience Act of 2014 or better known as the 
ABLE Act. The beneficiary of the account is the account owner, and income earned by the accounts will not be taxed. 
Contributions to the account, which can be made by any person (the account beneficiary, family and friends), must be 
made using post-taxed dollars and will not be tax deductible for purposes of federal taxes; however, some states may 
allow for state income tax deductions for contributions made to an ABLE account. For additional detailed information 
visit  https://www.ablenrc.org/what-is-able/what-are-able-acounts/ 
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 Social & Recreation 


 


 
 


 


 
 
Adaptive Haunted Hike with Universal Access Program 
When: October 19, 2019 
Where: Maudslay State Park, 74 Curzon Mill Road, Newburyport, MA 
Take a gentle hike with Stavros Outdoor Access and the DCR Universal Access Program. Adaptive equipment and staff 
assistance provided. Bring a lunch and enjoy nature activities, scavenger hunts, letterboxing, and more. 
* Fees apply, registration required to Brenda Kennedy Davies at (413) 259-0009 or email outdooraccessma@gmail.com  
www.mass.gov/service-details/adaptive-hiking-programs The Universal Access Program offers adaptive hiking 
programs from June through October each year. Adaptive equipment and staff support help you explore trails at a 
leisurely pace. Equipment includes mountain wheelchairs, all-terrain wheelchairs and walkers, crutches, and gait belts. 
These group outings include time to chat with and meet your fellow hikers. Each hike offers nature interpretation and 
activities unique to the park. Most hikes are between a quarter mile and one mile long on easy to moderate terrain. 
Some hikes are up to three miles long on more challenging terrain. You must fill out a release form and meet our 
essential eligibility criteria for hiking. Bring a lunch and enjoy nature activities, scavenger hunts, letterboxing, and more. 
To learn more visit https://www.mass.gov/service-details/adaptive-hiking-programs 
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Sensory Friendly Performance of Blue Man Group 
When: October 19, 2019 |Sat 11:00am   
Where: Charles Playhouse Stage II, 74 Warrenton St, Boston, MA 
Blue Man Group Boston is proud to work in partnership with the Autism Speaks New England Chapter to present our 
5th annual Autism-Friendly performance.  During this performance, slight modifications will be made to the show 
including the reduction of sound and light levels at select moments. Headphones will be available upon request, and 
the Blue Men will limit their level of direct audience interaction.  In addition, a calming environment will be created in 
the Charles Playhouse Lounge for anyone seeking a break from the high-energy fun of the show. 
Tickets are available at a discounted price* of $30, $40, and $50, with $5 of every ticket sold going directly to Autism 
Speaks New England. Enter code AUTISMSPEAKS to purchase tickets. 
Please Note: If you have a group of 8+ please call our Group Sales department at (617) 542-6700 to make your ticket 
purchase. To find out more about Autism Speaks please visit AutismSpeaks.org.  For tickets visit 
https://oss.ticketmaster.com/aps/baacph/EN/promotion/home#_ga=2.207600339.1750227515.1570732342-
925580489.1570732342   *information obtained at www.spedchildmass.com 
 


 
 


  
 
 


Yoga For Adults with Autism (Ages 16+ )- A 2-Week Series w/ Meagan MacNeill 
When: October 19 + 26 | Sat 10:00am  – 11:00am   
Where: Revolution Community Yoga in Acton 
Pre-registration $30 Pre-registration is required, and class-size is limited to 6 students (and their caretakers). This is a 
trial series to determine the level of interest for this program. Yoga for Autism is based on a highly visual and structured 
curriculum created by Voice Colors©.  In this 2 week program, students will work on breathing techniques, asanas 
(poses), and relaxation through meditation. Mass General Hospital boasts some of the benefits of yoga for students 
with ASD: 
*Coping Skills 
*Self-regulation 
*Motor Skills 
*Sensory Integration 
This series is for adult students (ages 16+) with Autistic Spectrum Disorder & their caretaker if one-on-one assistance is 
usually required.  Caretaker may attend at no cost. Register here http://yogaacton.com/workshops/ 
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Yoga & Mindfulness for LGBTQ+ Teens 
When: October 20, 2019 | Sun 1:00pm – 2:30pm   
Where: Revolution Community Yoga in The Loft in Acton 
Join Social Worker & Yoga Teacher Rebecca Minor in our inclusive and welcoming space to learn how Yoga & 
Mindfulness can offer support and healthy coping skills for teens in the LGBTQ+ community.  Through physical 
movement, journaling, and creative activities, we’ll explore: 
*An introduction to mindfulness 
*Beginning yoga postures and movement 
*Relaxation techniques 
*Ways to be more present in your body 
*How Yoga & Mindfulness can benefit you on and off the yoga mat 
We are happy to offer a couple of scholarship spots in this workshop for those who are in financial need.  Please 
contact Kyra Marino, RCY studio owner, to learn more about this at Kyra@Revolution.Yoga.  Register at 
http://yogaacton.com/yoga-mindfulness-for-lgbtq-teens/ 
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Sensory-Friendly/Inclusive Halloween events are happening from Burlington to Barnstable, Chicopee to Cohasset, and 
Peabody to Providence. Find 15+ dates and locations! Check it out here http://www.spedchildmass.com/special-needs-
recreation-disability-autism-aspergers-massachusetts/ 
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Sensory Friendly Saturdays at Altitude Trampoline Park  
When:  Saturdays from 9-10am 
Where: Altitude Trampoline Park – Billerica, 700 Boston Road, Billerica, MA 
 At Altitude we want all to gain the enjoyment and freedom of flight on a trampoline so each and every Saturday 
morning we offer Sensory-friendly Saturdays! 
SFS runs each Saturday from 9:00am-10:00am and all individuals and/or groups who struggle with sensory stimulation 
are encouraged to come and jump with us. The experience is great for our awesome guests as Altitude offers the 
following during this time: 
*Less crowded at this time of day 
*We turned the music volume down 
*No parties are scheduled at this time 
*We bring out the inflatable toys! 
*Additionally, you get to enjoy Altitude at a reduced rate of $12/per person 9:00am-10:00am! 
For questions or more information, please call (978) 663-5867  


 
 
 
 


 
 


 
 
Sensory Friendly Nights at Roger Williams Park Zoo Jack-o-Lantern Spectacular – Providence, RI 
When: Thursday, October 31 – Sunday, November 3, 5:00 – 6:00 pm 
Where: Roger Williams Park Zoo  https://www.rwpzoo.org/jols 
This outdoor gallery of thousands of illuminated jack-o-lanterns transforms the zoo’s pathways into a Halloween 
wonderland. Visitors come from all over the world to see the intricately carved pumpkins, designed this year as a 
celebration of the seasons. Four sensory-friendly evenings are scheduled as well as five family fun nights where 
children can meet fairy tale characters, super heroes, and even have a slumber party at the zoo. Join us for a special 
sensory-friendly Jack-O-Lantern Spectacular an hour before the trail opens to the public: designed those with Autism 
Spectrum Disorders (ASD) and sensory processing differences and their families from 5:00 – 6:00 pm. 
For maximum enjoyment, the over 5000 pumpkins will light up the Zoo’s Wetlands Trail, but there will be no music or 
special effects. This year’s highlights include intricately carved pumpkins with scenes from New England’s beautiful four 
seasons – winter, spring, summer and autumn. Pricing: Tickets are available for purchase in person ONLY at the Zoo’s 
admissions booth. Ticket prices are $15 for adults; $12 for children ages two – twelve. Children one and under are free, 
but still need a ticket.  Roger Williams Park Zoo members save $2 off adult and $1 off child tickets. Members must 
present a current Roger Williams Park Zoo membership card and another form of matching photo I.D. Reciprocal 
memberships are not eligible for this member discount.  Please note: Jack-O-Lantern Spectacular is open rain or shine. 
In the case of light to moderate rain, the show will be open. There will be no refunds or rescheduling. 
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Open Door Theatre Performance “Into the Woods” Auditions 
When: November 4 and 6, 2019 
Where: Acton, MA 
Auditions for Into the Woods will be held.  The production dates will be March 27-29, and April 3-5, 2020, and will 
include ASL, Audio Description, and Sensory Friendly/relaxed performances. Open Door Theater values and includes 
people of all nationalities, socioeconomic backgrounds, abilities, races, genders, religions, and sexual orientations in 
everything we do on stage and off. We welcome the unique insights, perspectives and feedback of all our participants 
to fulfill our mission and believe that the more diverse our community, the more learning opportunities created. Please 
let us know if you require an ASL interpreter or other assistance when signing up to audition.  Click here to register for 
auditions.   
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScsXYUXqPS7AoK_vRsv_aHlktvrpsRsw6YlzEp0B2gc6CPS9g/viewform 
 
 
 


   
   
 


“Legally Blonde The Musical” Relaxed Performance for Special Needs 
When: November 16, 2019 |Sat 2:00pm   
Where: The Footlight Club, 7A Eliot Street, Jamaica Plain, MA  
This performance is “relaxed” and will accommodate patrons with sensitivity issues and enable those on the autism 
spectrum. For the relaxed performance the theater will significantly reduce the amplification of the music and will be 
offering complimentary ear plugs. 
* Patrons may bring additional ear protection if preferred. 
* Reduction of sound levels, especially loud or startling sounds. 
* Reduction of overwhelming stage lighting (including any strobe lights or lights focused on the audience). 
* Lights remain on at a low level in the theater during the performance. 
* Patrons can talk and move around the theater as much as they wish during the performance, including a space to 
stand in the theater if needed. 
* The use of mobile electronic devices are allowed during the performance if they are being used as a communication 
device. 
* Designated break spaces will be available for those who might feel overwhelmed and need a break from the 
performance. 
* Accessibility: The stage is located on the second floor of our building, which can only be accessed by a flight of stairs. 
* Seating is assigned. You will be prompted to answer a few questions after you make your selection and ‘add to cart.’ 
The host does not guarantee a specific seat. 
To purchase tickets or for more information visit The Footlight Club community theater www.footlight.org/shop-box-
office/legally-blonde-111619-afm42?fbclid=IwAR03gf0eGiP4LlugKSFqq4zDaXx-RFiBxTH2-S-zP4wh31J44s8V90jsObA 
 or contact the Box Office at: boxoffice@footlight.org. *information obtained from www.spedchildmass.com 
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Night in the Blue Hills: An Accessible Adventure 
When: November 23, 2019 |Sat 7:00pm—8:30pm  
Where: Blue Hills Trailside Museum, Milton MA 
 All(suitable for children 6 & up) 
Members: Adult $8.00, Child $8.00 
Nonmembers: Adult $10.00, Child $10.00 
Night can transform the ordinary into something magical. Explore the night-time woods in the Blue Hills and discover 
the changes created in the gathering dark. You'll be invited to try activities to discover how nighttime darkness changes 
your sensory abilities, look and listen for animals, and (conditions permitting) gaze at the stars. The path we're taking is 
one of the most unusual in the Blue Hills and is accessible for participants on foot, using wheelchairs, or using other 
mobility devices. To learn more or to register visit https://www.massaudubon.org/program-catalog/blue-hills/69714-
night-in-the-blue-hills-an-accessible-adventure 
 
 
 
 


 
 


The Acrobats Of Cirque-Tacular: Free Sensory-Friendly Performance 
When: November 24, 2019 |Sun 3:00pm   
Where: Providence Performing Arts Center, 220 Weybosset Street, Providence RI   
Sensory-Friendly Performance in Providence ACROBATS OF CIRQUE-TACULAR Providence, November 24th, 2019. Free. 
This sensory-friendly acrobat performance is for the entire family, and features a talented troupe of acrobats, aerialists, 
and circus specialty artists. The goal is to offer a guest experience that is welcoming, judgement free, and inclusive of 
guests on the autism spectrum, with other developmental or cognitive disabilities, or sensory sensitivities. These 
performances were created to foster a welcoming setting for these individuals and their families, and other guests who 
might benefit from a more relaxed theatrical environment. 
Sensory-Friendly modifications include: 
• House lights are kept at a low level throughout the performance. 
• Standing and movement spaces are available in the theatre for the production’s duration. 
• Designated quiet area with skilled staff from The Autism Project will be available in the Lobby. 
** PLEASE NOTE: Patrons requiring seating modifications or any other accessibility services should call the Box Office in 
advance at (401) 421-ARTS (2787). For tickets and more information visit  
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScjMWriRg1_-IOj-wqBaRJ3X8z5BdLOcAh0c4ME8BfZOcIsiQ/viewform 
  or contact the Providence Performing Arts Center 401-421-2787 *information provided by www.spedchildmas.com 
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Sensory & Family-Friendly Performance of Nut Cracker 
When: November 29, 2019 |Fri 1:00pm 
Where: Eleanor Welch Casey Theatre, 235 Wellesley Street, Weston, MA 
Share the merriment of the holiday season as the accomplished dancers of Commonwealth Ballet and guest artists 
frolic, battle and dance through Clara's holiday dream. Join the family party set before a magical tree and enjoy the 
laughter, magic, and wonder of this holiday classic accompanied by the beloved Tchaikovsky score. This fully staged 
production is sure to captivate and entertain all ages. Our performance of The Nutcracker on Friday, November 29th at 
1:00 p.m. will be Family & Sensory Friendly. In this relaxed and welcoming setting the theatre lights will be left on a 
little, the music volume will be turned down, and some of the action on stage will be less intense. There will also be a 
"quiet zone" if anyone needs to relax for a few minutes. In addition, the performance will be shortened from its typical 
full length. All tickets for this show are $20 and $10 for age 5 and under - bring the family for a special night out! For 
tickets and to download a social story visit http://commonwealthballet.org/nutcracker/?blm_aid=34829 
 
 


 
 


Sensory-Friendly Performance of “A Christmas Story” 
When: December 7, 2019 |Sat 2:00pm 
Where: Theatre at the Mount, 44 Green Street, Gardner, MA 
Hosted by the Arc of Opportunity and the Theatre at the Mount. Based on the book by Joseph Robinette.  Bespectacled 
Ralphie Parker schemes his way toward the holiday gift of his dreams, an official Red Ryder Carbine-Action 200-Shot 
Range Model Air Rifle (You’ll shoot your eye out kid!”) An infamous leg lamp, outrageous pink bunny pajamas, a 
maniacal department store Santa, and a triple-dog-dare to lick a freezing flagpole are just a few of the distractions that 
stand between Ralphie and his Christmas wish. For prices and to register please visit https://mwcc.edu/campus-
life/tam/shows/  or contact 978-632-6600 *information obtained from www.spedchildmass.com 
 


 
 


Sensory-Friendly Morning at the New England Aquarium 
When: December 8, 2019 |Sun 8:00am – 10:00am  
Where: New England Aquarium, 1 Central Wharf, Boston, MA 
Designed specifically for those with special sensory processing needs, these events allow for early access to the 
Aquarium and a quieter experience with all your favorite marine animals. This event will use soft lighting, limit the use 
of microphones, and implement other modifications to ensure a comfortable environment for all participants.  
On March 3, June 2, September 8, and December 8, the Aquarium will open at 8 a.m. exclusively for people with special 
sensory processing needs and their families. The building opens to the public at 9 a.m., but building modifications will 
remain in place until 10 a.m. Sensory bags, which include fidget items, noise-canceling headphones, and other 
resources will be available to borrow at our Information Desk. Aquarium admission tickets are required and will be 
available to purchase online in advance. Attendance is limited to 300 people. For tickets visit 
https://tickets.neaq.org/Selection.aspx?sch=193248&fbclid=IwAR0NQrAjBaMVQuQM-R_wtzy0zSsOyQ-
zoYBt_aXhlQHe9lki5E9wuaKXDZE 
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Sensory-Friendly Performance of Disney’s Frozen Jr. by Framingham Public Schools 
When: December 12, 2019| Th 5:00pm – 6:00pm 
Where: Cameron Middle School, 215 Elm Street, Framingham, MA 
Cameron Drama Company is proud to present a sensory-friendly performance of Disney’s Frozen, Jr. for families with 
children and adults on the autism spectrum and other developmental disabilities. The musical is performed in a 
friendly, supportive environment with slight adjustments to the production, including the reduction of any jarring 
sounds or lights focused into the audience area. The cafeteria will be set up with a small, quiet and play area, if family 
members need to leave their seats during the performance. For these special performances, no-cost, limited seating is 
available to individuals and families with developmental disabilities. To get your free tickets to this show, please 
reserve tickets. For additional information regarding our Sensory-Friendly Performance, please contact Teri Shea at 
tshea@framingham.k12.ma.us. Or register at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/sensory-friendly-performance-of-disneys-
frozen-jr-tickets-73606829007 
 
 
 
 


 


 
Tickets Available Now! . Sensory Performances Fill Up Quickly! 


 
“How the Grinch Stole Christmas- The Musical” Sensory-Friendly Performance 
When: December 21, 2019| Sat  11:00am 
Where: Providence Performing Arts Center, 220 Weybosset Street, Providence RI   
Free. This sensory-friendly musical acrobat performance is for the entire family.The goal is to offer a guest experience 
that is welcoming, judgement free, and inclusive of guests on the autism spectrum, with other developmental or 
cognitive disabilities, or sensory sensitivities. These performances were created to foster a welcoming setting for these 
individuals and their families, and other guests who might benefit from a more relaxed theatrical environment. 
Sensory-Friendly modifications include: 
• House lights are kept at a low level throughout the performance. 
• Standing and movement spaces are available in the theatre for the production’s duration. 
• Designated quiet area with skilled staff from The Autism Project will be available in the Lobby. 
** PLEASE NOTE: Patrons requiring seating modifications or any other accessibility services should call the Box Office in 
advance at (401) 421-ARTS (2787). For tickets and more information visit www.ppacri.org/events/detail/dr-seuss-how-
the-grinch-stole-christmas-the-musical or contact the Providence Performing Arts Center 401-421-2787 *information 


obtained from www.spedchildmass.com 
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  Family Support & Special  Interest 


 
 
 


 
Teen On The Spectrum Poised For New Season by Shaun Heasley | October 8, 2019 
“A television show centering on the coming-of-age experiences of a teenager with autism is set to return. Netflix says 
that it will debut a third season of “Atypical” next month.”  Read More here 
https://www.disabilityscoop.com/2019/10/08/netflix-teen-spectrum-poised-new-season/27277/ 
 
 


 
 


8 Tips for Organizing Your Child’s Backpack 
“Your child’s backpack is an important link between home and school. But if your child has trouble with organization, 
keeping it neat can be a challenge. Over time, a backpack can become a mess of junk and crumpled papers. If kids can’t 
find what they need in there, the link breaks down. Families can help kids get their backpacks under control. Here are 
eight ways to organize your child’s backpack. You can also watch this video to see these organization techniques in 
action.”  View video tutorial here https://www.understood.org/en/school-learning/learning-at-home/teaching-
organizational-skills/8-tips-for-organizing-your-childs-backpack  
 
 


 
 


In-Person Parent Support Groups Start Soon! 
When: See schedule below 
Where: AANE, 51 Water Street, Suite 206, Watertown, MA 
Gain support from peers – in-person support groups for parents of children/teens with Asperger/autism profiles. 
AANE 2019/2020 in-person support groups for parents of children and teens are starting soon, but you can still 
register! Daytime and evening group options are available. Groups are facilitated by an AANE professional staff 
member and help at AANE’s Watertown, MA office. 
IN-PERSON GROUPS available for parents of: 
*Young Children (< age 12) – 7 spots remaining 
*Tween Girls (4th – 9th grades) – 7 spots remaining 
*Tween Boys (4th – 9th grades) – 5 spots remaining 
*High School Girls – 5 spots remaining 
*Transition Age Youth (ages 18-22) - 7 spots remaining 
These groups will fill up quickly, so register today to guarantee your spot! Please contact stephanie.birkdale@aane.org 
if you would like to request financial assistance. Register here https://www.aane.org/resources/family-and-
friends/support-groups-parents-children-teens/ 
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Eggs, Dairy, Nuts, and Soy: Testing for Food Sensitivities with an ADHD Elimination Diet BY SANDY NEWMARK, M.D. 
“Bad reactions to certain foods might exacerbate your child’s ADHD symptoms. Find out how you can identify the 
dietary culprit — while still making sure your child’s eating healthy and balanced foods.” Read full article here 
https://www.additudemag.com/testing-for-food-sensitivities-in-children-with-adhd/ 
 
 


 
 
Sibshops Session 2: Ages 3-6 
When: October 26, 2019 PM – November 16, 2019 | Sat 4:00pm  
Where: Boston Ability Center Wellesley, 49 Walnut Park Bldg 3, Wellesley Hills MA  
SibShops are a nationally acclaimed program just for brothers and sisters of children with special needs. Each Sibshop 
gives participants the opportunity to participate in recreational activities that encourage sharing, laughter, and fun! 
Kids will have the chance to meet other kids whose brothers and sisters have special needs and talk about their 
experiences. Fees Apply.  For registration visit https://www.bostonabilitycenter.com/events/sibshops-session-2-ages-3-
6 
 


 
ACT Today! S.O.S. Military Autism Grants 
For individuals and families diagnosed with autism who may be in immediate personal danger or harm, and is designed 
to provide immediate support based upon need and the program funds available. ACT Today! SOS Program Application 
Process. Email SOSProgram@act-today.org with Name, address & age of applicant (or call 1-877-922-8863) 
* Family Income from most recent tax forms 
* List the support requested, provider & cost of the support (maximum $5,000) 
* Up to a 200 word description of why your request requires immediate assistance and cannot wait for the next 
quarterly grant cycle. 
* ACT Today! SOS Program cannot fund living expenses, travel, utilities or clothing 
* Income level of the applicant’s family must be below $45,000/year 
* Applicant may not have received support from ACT Today! within the past 12 months of applying 
For more information on the request and grant approval process, please visit the ACT Today! SOS Program 
ACT Today! Quarterly Grants & ACT Today! Grants for Military Families: ACT Today! is a national nonprofit 501(c)(3) 
that provides autism grants for assessments, treatments, and life supports that may not otherwise be covered privately 
by school districts, county programs, insurance, and/or other grant making entities. To learn more able application 
criteria visit http://www.spedchildmass.com/2015/06/24/act-today-sos-autism-grants-military-family-autism-
grants/?blm_aid=34829 
 


 
Hope Fund Grants 
Hope Fund Grants are available to families of multiple children with special needs in Massachusetts to cover essential 
needs not otherwise covered by insurance. Grants can be used for camps, therapies, medical services, technology, 
respite and much more. 2019 Hope Fund Grant Cycle - Spectrum for Hope is delighted to announce that the 2019 Hope 
Fund grant application is now open! Applications will be accepted from October 1st through November 1st. Grant 
recipients will be announced early to mid-December 2019. Apply here https://www.spectrumforhope.org/giving 
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Just for Dads Group 
When: November 7, 2019 |Th  Sat 7:00pm – 8:30pm 
Where: The Morse Institute Library, 14 East Central Street, Natick, MA   
A group for fathers raising children on the autism spectrum. This group meets the first Thursday of each month from 
7:00-8:30PM at the Morse Institute Library in Natick. No registration needed - just stop by! 
 


 


 


 







 


 


 


 


 
 
 
 


 


Please Note: These resources are provided for informational purposes only. 
Please do your own due diligence and research. 


 


 





		Meeting Minutes Acton Leadership Group 07-31-2019.pdf

		1. Opening

		3. New/Special Business

		2. FY19 Close

		4. Review of Multi-Year Financial Model

		5. School Building Update

		6. Discuss December Special Town Meeting and Special Town Election





		10-17-19 School Committee Data Packet CS HW.pdf

		CS 2019 Executive Summaries

		ActonBoxboroughHS_ExecutiveSummary_2019

		ActonBoxboroughMS_ExecutiveSummary_2019

		Parent Survey_ ActonBoxboroughMiddle School_ExecutiveSummary_Spring 2019

		Parent Survey_Acton-Boxborough High School_ExecutiveSummary_Spring 2019



		DW 3-5 Students 

		DW 3-6 Teachers

		DW 3-5 Parent HW Survey Responses



		HW survey addition 7-12 Teacher.pdf

		Q1 Select the weeknight(s) that you usually assign school homework:

		Q2 When you assign homework, how much school homework do you typically assign?

		Q3 How often do you assign school homework on the weekend?

		Q4 To what extent does the homework you assign supplement and support instruction?

		Q5 How much do your classroom lessons depend upon students completing the homework from the previous night?

		Q6 How do you feel about the amount of school homework that is assigned to students?

		Q7 How frequently do you assign homework that requires students to have materials at home in order to complete it?

		Q8 To what extent do you think students are completing school homework independently, without help?

		Q9 How frequently do you assign homework that requires students to ask for help from an adult to complete?

		Q10 From the list of assignments below, check the box(es) below that correspond with the type of homework you usually assign.

		Q11 In which school do you teach?

		Q12 Your Department:

		Q13 How often do you count homework towards students' grades?

		Q14 If you count homework toward students' grades, what percent of the grade is it?










